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Lesson Calendar 


1. July 5.—Israel Asking for a King . . 1 Sam. 8: 1-10 
2. July rz.--Saul Chosen King Th 1 Sam. 10 : 17-27 
3. July 19.—Samuel’s Farewell Address . . . . . . 1 Sam, 12: 93-25 
4. July 26.—Saul Rejected as King ° . . . 1 Sam. 15 : 13-23 
5. August 2.—Samuel Anoints David ....... 1 Sam. 16 : 4-13 
6. August 9.—David and Goliath . . St . 1 Sam. 17 : 38-49 
7. August 16.—Saul Tries to Kill David... . . 1 Sam. 18 : 5-16 
8. August 23.—David and Jonathan ..... . . 1 Sam. 20 : 12-23 


9. August 30.—David Spares Saul . . 
10. September 6.—Death of Saul and 
Jonathan . eS rare . § Sam. 31: 1-13 
11. September 13.—David becomes King... . . . . 2Sam. 2: 1-10 
12. September 20.—Abstinence from Evil : Temper- 
ance Lesson eee ee eH oe 6 o 6 oe OHO GS B88 
13. September 27.—Review. 


. 1 Sam, 26 : 5-12, 21-25 


Home Readings for the Week Preceding the Lesson 
(Furnished by the International Bible Reading Association.) 


Monday.—1! Sam, 31 : 1-13 
‘Tuesday.—t1 Chron, 10: 6-14 . 
Wednesday.—2 Sam. 1: I-12. 
‘Thursday.—2 Sam, I : 17-27. 
Friday.—Eccles. 8 : 6-13 
Saturday.—Psa. 37 : 7-17. 
Sunday.—Psa.r..... 


Death of Saul and Jonathan 
wd . The sin of Saul 

. The messenger's story 

-_ . David's sorrow 

. Punishment certain 

. Fate of the wicked 

. The two ways 


% 
The Answer 


By Annie Sieger Winston 


‘é 


GOD! kind art thou unto me to-day,” 
I eager cried. ‘* That which I sought I find.” 
Then heard my heart his voice all gently say, 
** Child, when have I been aught to thee but kind?” 
RICHMOND, VA. 








Kindling Enthusiasm 

Enthusiasm is a fire. Something is required to 
kindle and sustain it. The enthusiasm of scientists 
is kept up by new wonders which they discover from 
day to day. If our pupils are languid and indifferent 
in their Bible-study, the fault may not be theirs. Are 
we teaching them to find the treasures of God's word ? 
Do we ourselves really search for those treasures ? 
Do we give as much attention to our Bible as a geolo- 
gist gives to the rocks, or an astronomer to the stars ? 


Hx 
Mexico’s Call for Help 


A sister nation, smaller, weaker than the United 
States or Canada, is calling out to us for help. Mexico's 
Christian workers are awake to what the Sunday-school 
can do for the life of that nation in saving and train- 
ing its children. ‘They are groping for the light, and 
they have asked North America’s Sunday-schools to 
send them light, in the form of a trained Sunday- 
school worker who shall lead and instruct them, 
Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner has brought their earnest 
appeal to us. Shall we ignore it? When one reads 
her account, given in this issue, there is but one 
answer. 

The International Sunday-school Executive Com- 
mittee stands ready to provide and employ a worker 
for Mexico just as soon as the money for such a 
worker's support is ready. The Sunday School Times 
will receive contributions at once from Sunday-schools 
and individuals. To every person or school making 
an offering, the Times will issue, as a receipt, a 
‘« Certificate of Preferred Stock'’ in Mexico’s Sunday- 
school Worker. Further, this journal will make re- 
port, from time to time, to these stockholders, by 
publishing accounts of what is being accomplished 
by their money for the Mexican children and their 
Sunday-school life. 

Did ever a truer call for help come to North 
America’s Sunday-schools, both of Canada and the 


United States? Was there ever a better opportunity 
to train your Sunday-school in generous giving for a 
definite purpose, to the yesults of which it can look 
forward with continued interest ? The sum mentioned 
by Mrs. Bryner is but a minimum sum, and would 
suffice only for one year. Do not be afraid, there- 
fore, of subscribing that amount a good many times 
over. Every dollar contributed will be worth more 
than its weight in gold in view of the purpose for 
which it will be spent. If Mexico’s Sunday-school 
life and growth could be assured for five years to 
come, it would be a matter for profound thanksgiv- 
ing. Send your offerings to ‘‘ Mexico Fund,'’ The 
Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 


delphia, Pa. 
ya 
The Day of Diminishing 


Increase is not the only blessing. Diminishing 
also has in ita gift and favor of the Lord. So Francis 
Bacon said, ‘‘ Prosperity is the blessing of the Old 
Testament ; adversity is the blessing of the New.’’ 
And the Psalmist wrote, ‘‘] am become like a wine- 
skin in the smoke ; yet do I not forget thy statutes.’’ 
His life was shrunken and cracked like an old leather 
bottle, but still the presence and the word of the Lord 
were sent unto him. What, then, if in our lives ill 
health comes and compels us to narrow and limit our 
labor ? What if, in this interest or that responsibility, 
we are pushed aside by a younger or a brighter man ? 
What if new methods and better preparations lay our 
skill upon the shelf? Nevertheless we too have left 
a gift, even God's presence and God's teaching, 


which can come to us through these things. Indeed, 
such experiences can so touch and turn our life that 
we can be getting more and giving more of the real 
great things of living than ever we did in our most 
strenuous day, and in our most successful labor. 
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Helping or Harming Ever 

We are hourly helping or harming our fellows. 
We may not have a thought of one who is near us. 
We may not say a word, or give a look, kind or un- 
kind, to him. Yet we may cheer and help him, or 
sadden and dishearten him, by our countenances as he 
looks at us, as we look at him. No one of us stands 
or falls to himself alone. Our influence is continu- 
ous. There are those who are constantly helping their 
fellows by their loving looks or words. And there 
are those who are a constant cause of depression, by 
not being thoughtful to do this. What have you done 
for others in this way to-day ? 


x 
Duty of a Cheerful Face 


To wear a cheerful face when the heart is aching 
is not deceit. When a good housekeeper cleans the 
front steps and porch before she sets the house to 
rights, she does not mean to deceive passers-by ; she 
merely shows some pride in her house, and some 
consideration for her neighbors. We conquer our 
heart-aches more quickly when we begin by consider- 
ing the friends who are near us, 
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Progress in the Sunday-School World 


ROBABLY no assemblage of Sunday-school work- 
ers gutside of an International Sunday-school 
Convention, has, in the last decade, discussed 

matters of richer import to the Bible-studying world 
than were considered at the recent International Sun- 
day-school Conference heJd at Winona Lake, Indiana. 
The program was packed with topics that stand for 
the most important of the actual conditions and prac- 
tical questions facing the Sunday-school workers of 
to-day. To discuss these topics there were marshalled 
some of the most thoughtful, as well as most ex- 
perienced, men and women who are giving their lives 
to the study and the practice of twentieth century 
Sunday-school ideals. The result was light-shedding. 
Information was presented, conclusions were reached, 
actions by the Executive Committee were taken, that 
will give an impetus to Sunday-school work through- 
out this continent. The report of the Conference in 
this issue leaves no doubt as to this. 

Not every question was settled, of course ; united 
conciusions were not reached in all things. Nor did 
any one expect that of the Winona Conference. But 
there can be little doubt that a free discussion of vital 
questions that must, until we have more light, remain 
unsettled, especially at a meeting where it was known 
that no action could be taken, could not but shed 
light on those questions. Men speak their minds 
more freely, with less guarding and ‘* hedging,’’ when 
they know that they and their hearers are not going to 
be put to the test of a vote just then. And so at 
Winona the workers and leaders met and talked things 
over frafikly and searchingly, earnest above all things 
to get at the truth. With men who are honestly after 
the truth, discussion is better than repression. 

The constituting of a Department of Education, to 
be directed by a Committee on Education, composed 
both of members of the Executive Committee and of 
others outside that body, may prove to be the most 
important action taken at Winona. One of the first 





results of this is likely to be the establishing of an 
International standard of teacher-training, and the 
awarding of an International Teacher-Training Di- 
ploma to teachers who conform to that standard. If 
the standard is made high, as it certainly should be, 
and outlined in accordance with the accepted prin- 
ciples of modern pedagogy, child study, and Bible 
study, it is easy to see how immediate and far-reach- 
ing should be the benefit to the teachers in our Sun- 
day-schools. Teacher-training, however, is only one 
of the possible functions of a Committee on Educa- 
tion. Systematic instruction of Sunday-school super- 
intendents, of the growing army of field workers, 
plans for the conducting written review work in the 
Sunday-school, better temperance instruction than has 
yet been devised, general Bible lessons (often incor- 
rectly called supplemental lessons), and still other 
phases of the educational side of Sunday-school work, 
present themselves for the thoughtful atteution of such 
a committee. Its opportunity is tremendous. 

Just here it is worth noting that the Executive Com- 
mittee did a great deal for the advancement of teacher- 
training when it formally adopted and recommended 
the use of that term as replacing the word ‘* Normal."’ 
There is nothing definite in the word ‘‘normal’’ as 
applied to the training of teachérs in Sunday-school 
work. The vague and varying meanings often given to 
the word are well known. In some cases a ‘‘ normal 
class"’ is simply a class doing advanced Bible study, 
with no attempt to touch upon the study of teaching 
methods. . Some ‘‘normal courses’’ are merely gene- 
ral Bible courses ; others claim to include a study of 
teaching, but it is there in such small measure as to 
be quite harmless. Yet the school with a ‘‘ normal 
class'' is apt to pride itself on doing all it need do for 
its teachers. 


Hereafter, if ‘‘normal classes’’ and courses are 
known as ‘‘ teacher-training'’ instead, there is enough 
definiteness in the mere term to be a constant stimulus 
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to live up to it. And it is practically free from mis- 
interpretation. 

It may be noticed that in the report of the Winona 
Conference, in this issue, the terms International 
‘«work,’’ International ‘‘ organization,’’ etc., are used 
when the expression International ‘‘ Association’’ would 
be the natural and proper one. But there exists no 
International Sunday-school Association to - day, 
therefore it is incorrect to use that term. That there 
ought to be some formal body with its own name, to 
continue during trienniums the organization of workers 
whose delegates form the International Convention, 
would seem to be beyond question. It is therefore a 
matter for congratulation that the Executive Commit- 
tee, following a discussion on this point, appointed a 
committee to report at its next meeting ‘‘ either a form 
of incorporation or a constitution under which it may 
become a properly constituted organization.’’ It is 
to be earnestly hoped that no difficulty of detail will 
prevent this desirable end. 

The discussion on grading the International Lessons 
was an instructive one. Some of the staunchest 
friends of the International Lessons were strongest in 
their advocacy of grading. Other men of equal clear- 
ness of vision and mature knowledge stood for the 
uniform lesson as the keystone of the present-day Bible 
study arch. There was evident on both sides an 
intention to go the bottom of things,—or as near the 
bottom as our present facilities for ‘‘ sounding ’’ will 
go. The well-known reasons for and against grading 
were urged, but they were urged more thoughtfully, 
more tentatively, it seemed, certainly less dogmatic- 
ally, than a few years ago. No formal conclusion 
was reached or expected ; most of the workers left 
Winona to continue the study of the vital factors in- 
volved in the problem. The reaching of a wise 
decision at Toronto in 1905 would seem unmistakably 
to have been helped by the ‘‘ exploratory’’ discussion 
at Winona,—to use a coined but expressive word from 
one of the theological seminaries’ reports. 

Dr. George B. Stewart, President of Auburn Theo- 
logical Seminary, and Chairman of the Sunday-school 
Department of the Religious Education Association, 
was one of several who told of the purposes and in- 
tended work of that Association. While there was 
evident in many present a hearty readiness to accept 
from the Religious Education Association whatever 
truth or method of proven value it may offer, it was 
not urged by any one that there should be any formal 
or official utterance from the Conference or the Inter- 
national Executive Committee concerning the Associa- 
tion. Representative members of both bodies agree 
that there would be no gain in such a step at present. 

One of the reports that tugged at the heartstrings 
was Mrs. Bryner’s account of her official visit in 
Mexico, and of that country's eager and self-sacri- 
ficing search for light on Sunday-school work. The 
answering of that call is something that Sunday-schools 
of all denominations should unite on for Mexico's 
immediate assistance, 

The increasing attention given at such meetings as 
this to the theological seminaries as centers of influ- 
ence for Sunday-school work, is one of the surest signs 
of progress. When the seminary trains the coming 
pastor as carefully for his leadership of the Bible- 
studying and teaching department of the church as 
for the hortatory or preaching service, then shall we 
have marked another epoch in the progress of the 
kingdom. And can any one who stops long enough 
to compare preaching with teaching as forces in the 
saving and training of God's children, have any rea- 
sonable doubt as to that which is used of God for the 
largest results ? 

But there is a human agency back of the theologi- 
cal seminaries, and that is the religious public, the 
members of our churches. Professor Fox of Ken- 
tucky emphasized this point, when he said : ‘‘ There 
is no demand from the people for trained Sunday- 
school pastors. Every question is asked about the 
new pastor, or the candidate, except as to his zeal for 
Sunday-school work. ‘Is he a good preacher, is he 
a good pastor, is ‘he married or single, does he 
smoke ?’ and a host of other questions, but not ‘ Is 
he a trained enthusiast in Sunday-school work ?’ ’’ 
It is from the people that the strongest demand upon 
the seminaries can come. But the seminaries need 
not wait for this, and some of them are not waiting, 
as Professor Hamill's report showed. 

With all the growing machinery that is necessary 
to a great organization like the International Sunday- 
school Convention, it is a blessed sign that the spir- 
itual side of the work is ever given first place. The 
spiritual influences of the Winona Conference were 
as positive and as unmistakable as those of North. 
field. A fact so full of significance that every Sunday- 
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school worker in the land should take its lesson to 
heart, is the following : a man who is one of the 
strongest and most successful organizers in the field 
to-day, whose state office is a model of up-to-date 
clerical methods and machinery, whose conventions 
move like clock work, —sha¢ man carries the burden 
of soul-winning, and places it upon. his audiences and 
co-workers, as truly and as constantly as any evangel- 
ist in the field to-day. He and others like him are 
living proofs that the passion for souls and system- 
atic organization do not exclude each other. Let us 
never forget that in Sunday-school work neither can 
be at its best without the other. 

There is an unquestioned gain in bridging the gap 
of three years between the International Conventions, 
by allowing the Sunday-school workers of the land to 
come into close touch and actual conference with the 
Executive Committee that is charged with the conduct 
of the work during the triennium. There is no need 
of an annual convention ; there is need of some such 
assembling of the workers as was brought about at 
Winona Lake, —if not every year, at least as often as 
important matters require consideration. In this, as 
in the International Districting plan and other mat- 
ters of practical expediency, Mr. Hartshorn has 
blazed a way that commends itself to thoughtful, 
progressive workers. The final resolution of the 
Executive Committee may well stand as an expression 
from the whole International field: ‘' Resolved,— 
That this committee [and the Sunday-school empire] 
expresses its fullest love and confidence in its chair- 
man, and its highest appreciation of his great sacri- 
fice in serving the cause he represents.’’ 























No attention will be paid to anonymous letters. 


When Was Saul Rejected ? 


Many a seeming discrepancy in explicit state- 
ments is found, on careful examination, to be no 
discrepancy, but only our misunderstanding of the 
words or phrase employed. Aon illustration of this is 
given in the case cited by an Indiana correspondent, 
who writes : 


In the lesson for July 26, ‘‘ Saul Rejected as Kiny,"’ the time 
by the lesson comments is given as 1077 or 1079 B.C, The 
age of David as15 or 16, The time when David was made 
king, as 1052 B.C., a time of twenty-four years, during which 
Saul reigned all the time. If 1 Samuel 16 : 1 was uttered 1079 
B.C., and Saul reigned on for twenty-four years longer, how 
do you explain the language, ‘‘I have rejected him from be- 
ing king,’’ when he still remained to be king? It was the 
‘being king "’ that was rejected, not Saul's ultimate salvation. 
If Saul was (or will be) finally saved, as some think, the Lord 
didn't accomplish much on him, for it is sure he didn't get 
Saul off the throne. God refused to answer Saul. Well, 
what of that, if Saul was finally saved? If Saul is eternally 
lost, God's rejection didn’t get him off the throne. God only 
took revenge on Jonathan. How do you explain 1 Samuel 
16 : 1, to make all things consistent ? 


God is in the eternal present. With him a thou- 
sand years are as one day, and one day is as a thou- 
sand years. What God is to do in the far future, he 
may be said to do now. When God said he rejected 
Saul from being king, God's decision was announced 
for all time. From that hour it was sure that the 
dynasty of Saul was not to continue on the throne. 
When the time came, Saul would leave the throne, 
and no child of his would be his successor. There is 
no difficulty in taking literally the words referred to, 
just as those words were then understood, and as they 
would be understood in a similar case nowadays. 

‘« Acceptance’’ and ‘‘ rejection,’’ as the words are 
used in the Bible, usually apply to this life and to 
time, rather than to the life to come and eternity. 
Even about Judas, who betrayed his Lord, it is simply 
said that when he died he went to his own place. 
God will see to it that each one of us goes to his own 
place in the life to come. We are to see to it that 
each one of us here is in his own place and work, as 
God makes our duty clear to us in this life. 


KK 
Does Man Gain Through Sin? * 


God's work of redemption is a wonderful work of 
grace and of beauty. It transforms into loveliness the 
stains of sin which were on the human soul and 
character. But this beauty is a result of the redemp- 
tion, and not of the sin which called for its exercise. 
Just at this point is where men are often confused, 
Recently, in an editorial on ‘‘ Nor Life,’’ the incident 
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was given, in these. pages, of Ruskin’s having made 
a beautiful sketch on a handkerchief where had been 
a disfiguring blot. But it was not the blot, but the 
loving artist's careful work, that wrought the beauty. 
An Ohio clergyman thus asks as to the distinction : 

I have been much perplexed for a long time over the ques- 
tion touched upon in the latter part of the leading editorial. in 
the issue of July 18, where the illustration of the blot on the 
handkerchief is used. Can or does God's grace make a wilful 
sinner's character, life, as if no sin had been? I do not ques- 
tion the faet and power of the atonement, but in the question 
referred to may be involved that of a possible justification or 
ground of excuse for sinning. I would like to talk this over 
with you, but, of course, that I cannot do. You have helped 
me over so many difficult places by means of your editorials 
and books. I am a young pastor, and would like to be clear 
on this vital point. 

There is no justification or excuse for sin ; there is 
no gain in or through sinning. But God is so good, 
so great, so loving, that Ae may do even a better work 
in repairing an evil wrought by sin than he once 
wrought in original creation. Thus redemption is a 
greater and better work than was creation. But God 
who created Adam, and when Adam had fallen re- 
deemed him, should have all the credit and glory. 
Adam deserves only censure. Yet a redeemed spirit 
has a glory unknown to an angel. Abraham and 
Moses and David had attainments through grace 
which unfallen Adam could not have had, 

War is in itself only evil, yet the good soldier who, 
in a holy cause, strives to win victory in battling 
nobly, may show more character than can any peace- 
loving and peace-abiding citizen. But that does not 
prove that war has made the gain. Striving to put 
down war and overcome its evil results has won all 
that has been won. 

Sin is evil and only evil. Its results are wholly 
bad. Even forgiven sin bears fruit—evil fruit. Con- 
sequences in the character and spirit of sin once 
indulged are a cause of suffering and need during 
life-time. That can be testified to by many a forgiven 
sinner, who constantly regrets his former transgressions. 
Grace and redemption, not sim, are the cause of re- 
joicing. To God be all the glory. Let us give no 
credit in this to Satan, 


=< 


Marion Lawrance’s 
Question Box 


The General Secretary of the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion will answer here questions on Sunday-school matters—nof biblical 
questions—that are of a interest. If not answered here, they will 
be replied to personally. Address “‘ Marion Lawrance’s Question 
Box,”’ The Sunday School Times, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Where can I get a series of illustrations on the International 
Lessons, suitable for a class of bright girls of from twelve to 
fourteen years of age,—something that can be transferred to a 
blackboard, and containing the truth of the lesson, or at least 
something along this line ?—H. L. R. 

The best illustrations to be found are in the periodicals 
treating on the lessons. Those found in The Sunday 
School Times and International Evangel are very simple, 
but forceful. You will find some more elaborate ones in 
some of the denominational helps. Those prepared by the 
Rev. Mr. Pierce, and reproduced in The Illustrator, Fleming 
H, Revell Company, are very choice. 


TORONTO.—Is there any house in the United States which 
deals in articles from the Holy Land that might be used as 
tangible illustrations in Sunday-school work, such as flowers, 
etc, ?—S. Y. 

The Deitz & Marshall Co., 115 Dearborn Street, Chicago, 
and S. P. Forest, Chicago. Attention has already been 
called in this department to the fact that the writer of the 
Oriental Lesson-Lights in The Sunday School Times will 
furnish such flowers, pressed and mounted ready for use, 
Address Mrs. Ghosn-el- Howie, Shweir, Mt. Lebanon, 
Syria. Such things as phylacteries, etc., may be had by 
addressing Rollo Floyd, Jerusalem; Mrs. Layyah Barakat, 
256 South Forty-fourth Street, Philadelphia; and Milton 
Dixon, Phcenix Building, Springfield, Massachusetts, can 
furnish models of such articles, 





_ NORTH CAROLINA.—Will you help me to review the rela- 
tion of the Sunday-school wogk, and especially the child-study 
of it, t the pedagogical or ps¥chological theories of the day? 
—T. H. 


There are a number of very valuable books in print 
treating of the child-mind from the pedagogical and psy- 
chological standpoint, though few of them are written with 
the Sunday-school training of the child especially in mind. 
They are, nevertheless, suggestive and helpful. Among 
them are: Psychology and Psychic Culture, Halleck, $1.25 ; 
Psychology of Childhood, Tracy, 90 cents ; Studies of Child- 
hood, Sully, $2.50; The Study of the Child, Taylor, $1.25 ; 
Study of Child Nature, Harrison, $1; Children’s Rights, 
Wiggin and Smith, $1; Beckonings from Little Hands, 
Du Bois, 75 cents; The Story of the Mind, Baldwin, 40 
cents; Mother Play, Blow, $1.50; Letters to a Mother, 
Blow, $1.50. 
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International S. S. Conference 


At Winona Lake, Indiana, August 6-10, 1903 








Reported by Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


T WOULD have made the International Sunday-school 
folks of ten years ago rub their eyes in amazed admira- 
tion, could they then have viewed the healthy and far- 

reaching activities of the International organization of 
to-day, Never before has this work shown itself to be at such 
a high point of efficiency as was evidenced at the meeting at 
Lake Winona, Indiana, from August 6 to 10. This was 
not a convention, but an International Sunday-school Con- 
ference, probably the first of the sort ever held. The 
occasion for it was the annual meeting of the International 
Executive Committee. But instead of the committee’s 
meeting by itself, Chairman W. N. Hartshorn conceived 
the plan of inviting Sunday-school field workers throughout 
North America to attend, and also a large number of other 
Sunday-school workers, members of the Lesson Committee, 
editors, pastors, and business men of Sunday-school in- 
terests. 

The meetings were solely for conference, no action being 
within the scope of such a gathering. The International 
Executive Committee, however, took important actions, 
and had the benefit, before so doing, of the expressed 
views of the representative workers who were assembled. 
While the call for the conference was made by the Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee, it is important to note 
that not a session was held, nor a subject discussed, until 
after the Executive Committee, meeting by itself, had first 
adopted the following minute: ‘* The International Ex- 
ecutive Committee, for the purpose of securing all possible 
help in the discharge of its trust, has united official and 
other representative workers from the various state and 
provincial associations to meet in conference at Winona 
Lake, Indiana, August 6-10, 1903;’’ and had also for- 
mally adopted the program which was followed, under the 
very proper ruling that ‘‘all resolutions and expressions of 
opinions shall be submitted without motion to the Execu- 
tive Committee for final action or reference to the next 
Triennial Convention,’’ 

That the new plan of conference and co-operation ap- 
pealed to the workers appears from the enrolment. The 
number present was not large, but it was remarkably rep- 
resentative. No less than thirty-five states, territories, and 
provinces sent representatives, the total number enrolled 
being 194. 

What Ten Years Have Brought Forth 

Ten years ago the International Sunday-school Conven- 
tion employed only one man to devote his entire time to the 
work,—the sainted William Reynolds. To-day its work of 
Sunday-school instruction and inspiration is carried on by 
a force of seven salaried workers giving their whole time 
to the cause: General Secretary Marion Lawrance, the 
** chief of staff,’’ to whom, by action of the Executive Com- 
mittee, all the International field work and all the general 
and departmental work and workers are committed for 
supervision and direction; Mrs, J. W. Barnes, Primary 
and Junior Secretary ; Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner and W, C. 
Pearce, general field workers ; Professor G. G. Marcus and 
Dr. James E, Shepard, colored workers in the South ; and 
T. C. Ikehara, field worker in Japan. And this force is 
now to be increased to eight, by the action of the Executive 
Committee at Winona in placing a resident worker, yet to 
be named, on the Pacific Slope. 

Every one of the International field workers but Ikehara 
was present and made formal report to the Executive Com- 
mittee. One of the privileges of the Conference was the 
opportunity of hearing these men and women. A panoramic 
picture of the great field, and a hint of how it is now being 
worked, was afforded by the massing of their reports, one 
after the other, at the opening session. ‘The six faithful, 
indefatigable workers have, in the last year, traveled tens of 
thousands of miles, attended and addressed hundreds of 
conventions, institutes, schools, and seminaries, and per- 
sonally inspired and instructed scores of thousands of indi- 
vidual workers in North America. Mr, Lawrance’s pres- 
ence has not been confined to this continent, but the London 
Sunday School Union Centenary gave him an honored 
place, with Dr. Potts and Dr, Schauffler,eon its program. 


Organization’s Splendid Record 

From the General Secretary’s report it was learned that 
every organized state, territory, and province has, held a 
convention during the past twelve months, with but three 
exceptions, two of which were accounted for by the chang- 
ing of their convention date from spring to fall, But the 
state conventions, Mr. Lawrance pointed out, do not begin 
to tell the story: ‘* Including county and township con- 
ventions, we presume it is safe to say that 20,000 conven- 
tions have been held during the past year. Ohio probably 
leads the list with over 3,000 such conventions. Many 
other states have splendid records.”’ 

Mr. Lawrance called attention also to the fact that a 
considerable number of states have put in secretaries within 
the last year, or have increased their working force, among 
such states being Northern California, Georgia, Kentucky, 


Louisiana, Minnesota, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South 
Dakota, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and possibly others. 
There are over a hundred paid workers employed. ‘The 
only states and provinces not yet employing paid workers 
are Arkansas, South Carolina, Florida, Idaho, Indian Ter- 
ritory, Mississippi, Montana, Nevada, Utah, Virginia, 
Wyoming, British Columbia, Alberta, and the unorganized 
territories, Here is an opportunity for progressive and 
generous workers in those places who may read _ these 
words to help to bring their local or native sections to the 
front. If you would know how it can be done, and why it 
is worth doing, address a question to that effect to ‘* Mar- 
ion Lawrance’s Question Box,’’ care of The Sunday 
School ‘Times. 

The influence of the organized primary work, through the 
new Primary and Junior Secretary, Mrs. Barnes, is reach- 
ing throughout Christendom. Forty-nine states and prov- 
inces now have primary and junior secretaries, and Mexi- 
co’s makes fifty. But many of these are new to the work, 
and untrained, and it is in coming to their assistance that 
the International Primary Department does its greatest 
work. Further extracts from Mrs. Barnes’ most interesting 
report, of especial interest to primary workers, will be given 
on the next monthly Primary Page in the Times, to appear 
September 19. It is significant that the influence of the 
organized primary department is by no means confined to 
primary classes. A large share of Mrs. Barnes’ correspond- 
ence is from superintendents who want to know how to 
grade their schools throughout, 


Mrs. Bryner Wins Friends for Mexico 

The chairman had referred to Mr, Lawrance as the king 
of workers, to Mrs. Barnes as the queen, and to Mr, 
Pearce as the prince. When he came to Mrs. Bryner, he 
confessed that he did not know quite how to introduce 
her. ‘*I do,’’ spoke up Mrs. Bryner herself. ‘* How ?”’ 


asked the puzzled chairman, ‘‘'Tramp!’’ came back the 





Will North America answer Mexico’s appeal 
for help? Will you and your Sunday-school 
have a share in the answer? Read Mrs. Bry- 
ner’s account on page 426, and the editorial 
call on the first page. Then may our answer 
be so swift and hearty that Mexico shall know 
what Christian brotherhood means! 











answer like a flash, and she had her audience won. ‘* We 
shall now listen to the International Sunday-school Tramp,”’ 
announced Mr. Hartshorn, and Sefora Maria Foster Bry- 
ner, as the beautifully printed program of Mexico’s national 
convention had it, told of her travels throughout the land 
since the Sunday-school forces have claimed her as 
own. Over 18,000 miles she has ‘‘tramped;’’ in July 
alone, 6,004. Rev. W. C. Merritt of Washington, once 
showed a prominent field worker the itinerary of a tour he 
had planned for himself and Mrs, Bryner. ‘* No woman 
can keep those appointments,’’ was the comment; ‘* you'll 
have to change it or cancel some.’’ ‘* But we didn’t change 
it, and not a single engagement did Mrs. Bryner fail to 
meet,’’ was Mr. Merritt’s triumphant report. Those who 
have seen Mrs. Bryner on the platform know what a mag- 
netic, forceful power hers is. She captivated Mexico 
during her stay at its convention in July. Her visit there, 
made possible by The Sunday School Times, was the first 
formal visit ever made in Mexico by any representative of 
the International work. Her own sketch of that conven- 
tion appears on page 426. 

As a result of Mrs. Bryner’s forceful presentation at 
Winona of the needs of our sister republic, the Executive 
Committee voted: ‘* That a commission of three be ap- 
pointed to assist in the organization and furtherance of 
Sunday-school work in Mexico,’’ 

The colored field workers, Marcus and Shepard, had 
practical results to report, and gave promise, from their 
own addresses and evident spirit, of great things among 
the people of their race in the southland. Of the six mil- 
lion negroes in the Southern states, over four and one-half 
millions are out of the Sunday-school. But there are 
thousands keenly alive to what a blessing the Sunday- 
school can bring to their race, and the two field workers 
are constantly enlightening still more, One colored Sun- 
day-school has a Baraca Bible Class of fifty young men. 
Moreover, the negroes are ready to support their own 
work, if they are informed of it. Dr. Shepard told of a 
negro woman whose wages were six dollars a month and 
who felt it her duty to give to the Lord. Her denomina- 
tion had no church in her locality, so she saved enough 
from her wages to buy a lot for one hundred dollars, and 
to erect a house of worship costing nearly two hundred 


their 


dollars. This same woman is now said to be saving money 
to purchase new pews. 

Among the recommendations in Mr, Pearce’s report was 
the appointment of an Educational Committee, to devise 
plans for the promotion of the distinctively educational work 
in its varied branches. In recognition of this need, the 
Executive Committee took action constituting the Depart- 
ment of Education, and appointed the Educational Com- 
mittee to consist of seven persons. These are, from the 
Executive Committee : Professor H. M. Hamill, Dr. Frank 
Woodbury, Dr. George R. Merrill, Rev. C. Humble ; from 
outside the Executive Committee : Presidents W. O. Thomp- 
son and E, Y, Mullins, and Dr, S, F. Upham. 


Graded Lessons Freely Discussed 

It was natural and inevitable that the principal interest 
should center in the discussion of the question of graded 
lessons, as brought before the conference by a letter from 
several editors and publishers of leading Sunday-school 
houses. Without expressing any opinion, this letter re- 
commended full discussion of the question of graded les- 
sons, the various possible grades of Bible lessons suggested 
being the Beginners’ Course (approved by the Denver 
Convention, and already issued by the American Section 
of the International Lesson Committee) for pupils under 
six, a course for children between six and ten, another for 
pupils between ten and fifteen, an Advanced Course for 
those farthest along, and the present general course for 
all not included in the four other grades mentioned. In 
introducing this subject for discussion, Chairman Harts- 
horn said wisely : 

‘*T assume that no one expects that we can settle any- 
thing to-day, or this year, perhaps not even at ‘Toronto in 
1905. Concerning these questions we can, however, as 
brethren, —Christian brethren, —in an entirely friendly way, 
without bitterness, void of selfish interest, personal prefer- 
ences, suspicion, conduct this discussion. If 
God knows, we would need no conference. 
limited visions.’’ 

In the discussion which followed there was evident, with 
but one or two exceptions, a readiness to consider freely 
the pros and cons oi this great subject. The arguments 
for grading and against grading the International Lessons 
were presented earnestly and forcefully. ‘There was no 
attempt, of course, in an open conference of this sort, to 
crystallize the result of the deliberations into any definite 
utterance, 

In the discussion of the topic ‘* The Religious Education 
Association,’’ all but one of the assigned speakers took 
the ground that the International organization should be 
glad to accept and use from that body whatever it had to 
offer in the way of truth and wise method, The one 
speaker referred to objected strongly to the Religious Edu- 
cation Association on the ground that, in his opinion, it 
conflicted with the International body as ‘‘ organization 
against organization, in the same field, to do the same work.’’ 


we knew as 
But we have 


**Bars Down ’”’ For Jerusalem 

The latest word on the World’s Convention at Jerusalem 
in 1904, from Chairman E. K. Warren of the committee 
ix charge, evoked the liveliest interest. Mr. Warren re- 
ported that 477 persons had already made deposits with the 
treasurer, Mr. Hartshorn. A factor which, up to now, 
has complicated matters somewhat, has been the strict ob- 
servance of the quota of delegates to which each state or 
province is entitled. Ohio, for instance, has a considerable 
number ready and waiting to be enrolled, who cannot as 
yet be accepted because her quota is filled. Yet the quota 
of some other states has not been half filled. Inasmuch as 
the enrolment books have now been open to the public for 
well on to a year, the field workers present recommended 
that the World’s Executive Committee ‘‘let down the 
bars,’’ thus disregarding state quotas, after August 25, 1903, 
to all desirable delegates properly endorsed by their state or 
provincial associations. The Committee took this action, 
which means that amy state may send as many properly ac- 
credited delegates, after August 25, as are ready to pay for 
thetr reservations, until the tire number of 850 delegates 
has been filled. ‘This is an important notice, and should 
be heeded by state and provincial secretaries everywhere. 
A Distinct Impetus to Teacher-Training 

A most desirable step toward the correct and uniform 
designation of one great department of modern Sunday- 
school work was taken by the following action of the 
Executive Committee : 

** Resolved, ‘Vhat we recommend to all state, territorial, and 
provincial associations the use of the term ‘ ‘Teacher-Train- 
ing ' as a Substitute for the term ‘ Normal’ as applied to Nor- 
mal Secretaries, Normal Department, and Normal Depart- 
ment Work 

There was considerable interest in the subject of an in- 
ternational Teacher-Training course, or, as Mr. W. C. 
(Continued on page 427) 
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Twentieth Century Sunday-School 


Ideals — sy John Potts, D.D., Chairman of the International Lesson Committee 


MONG the moral forces 
that shall influence this- 
century, the Sunday- 

school shall rank among those 
in the forefront. The respon- 
sibility is tremendous, but the 
opportunity is greater than ever 
before. What shall the record 
of the twentieth century be? 
Much shall depend upon our 


On Sunday morning, August 9, Dr. Potts 
delivered an inspiring and illuminating ad- 
dress before the Sunday-school workers, 
pastors, and other Bible students assem- 
bled at Winona Lake, Indiana. 
that Dr. Potts’ message may reach aa still 
wider audience, the greater part of it is, 
with his permission, presented herewith. 


in the text of Sunday’s lesson, 
but in its preceding and subse- 
quent context, and in general 
knowledge of the whole revela- 
tion of God. 

However important it is to 
know the facts, the doctrines, 
the precepts, the promises, the 
history, the biography, and the 
poetry of the Bible, there must 


In order 








efforts, and much, very much, 
upon our ideals. 

We have a great deal to be thankful for as we re- 
view the Sunday-school work of the nineteenth cen- 
tury. We may regret that more was not done, but 
we can ‘point to one of the most prosperous depart- 
ments of church work touching the kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. /s there any depart- 
ment of church work that made greater progress than 
the Sunday-school during the last century ? 

Let us take the criticisms of the Sunday-school 
kindly, and attribute them to an awakened interest in 
the spiritual welfare of childhood and youth. None 
know the defects of the Sunday-school as painfully as 
those who are its best workers and supporters. The 
Sunday-school is far from being satisfied with itself or 
with its record. If we could hear the voice of the 
Sunday-school throughout the world to-day, it would 
be something like what Paul wrote to the Philippian 
church in that famous passage: ‘‘Not as though I 
had already attained, either were already perfect : but 
I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which 
also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus. brethren, I 
count not myself to have apprehended : but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, 
and reaching forth unto those things which are before, 
I press toward the mark for the prize of the high call- 
ing of God in Christ Jesus.’’ 

That would be a good text for the twentieth century 
Sunday-school ideals. In the spirit of Paul's words, 
let us consider some twentieth century ideals. 

All pastors and superintendents in wympathetic touch 
concerning the spiritual welfare of the children and 
young people of the school.—Yhere is an ideal rela- 
tion between the pastor and superintendent which is 
coming into evidence more and more. The most im- 
portant officer in the church of God, next to the pas- 
tor, is the Sunday-school superintendent. This has 
not appeared to be so in the past, but we shall not be 
far into the twentieth century until even the dim- 
visioned of the church shall see it to be so. 

In the sight of God the pastor is responsible for the 
entire flock, and therefore, of course, for the lambs of 
the flock. The best helper that he can have is the 
Sunday-school superintendent. Both are vital to 
spiritual prosperity ; each is helpful to the other ; 
each is entrusted with vast responsibility. 

What an ideal state of things it would be to have 
all pastors and all superintendents in frequent con- 
sultation concerning the spiritual state of the school, 
of the teachers, of the classes, and of the individual 
scholars! Surely this is an ideal that should reach 
realization, 

All the teachers trained for their high and holy 
calling.—There is large ground of expectation for the 
realization of this ideal early in the twentieth century. 
The concentrated thought of the great Sunday-school 
leaders throughout the world is bearing directly upon 
this essential of large and permanent Sunday-school 
success. It is hardly possible to over-estimate the 
importance of a trained teaching staff. 

We must be sympathetically careful not to give 
offense or cause discouragement to the noble army 
of teachers who, with their sanctified common sense 
and their love for Christ, have done inestimable 
service in shepherding the lambs of the chief Shep- 
herd. Many such feel the serious disadvantage at 
which they have been doing the Lord's work, and 
yet their service has been blessed of God to the good 
of a multitude that no man can number. In spite of 
all this, and in view of the claims of the twentieth 
century, we must aim at having, in the future, 
every teacher trained to do effective work. The 
demand of this opening century is for skilled work- 
men. Only such can find a place in the great indus- 
trial development of the world. The church must 
not be an exception to this demand. 

Trained in what? In the Book,—in a large and 
comprehensive knowledge of the Book. Not simply 


also be a training in the art of 
teaching, so that there may be 
a proper communication of biblical knowledge to 
teachers, and in such a way as to attract, impress, 
and influence the scholars with the text and spirit of 
the Scriptures. 

Trained by whom? By Sunday-school experts as 
far as that can go ; but Sunday-school experts can no 
more reach the great work of teacher-training than 
evangelists can reach the congregations of pastors. 
We must, therefore, find a way by which, if we 
hope to have the ideal realized, all teachers may be 
trained by an agency that can reach all teachers. 

And what is that agency? Who are the men who 
should do this work? Who are the men upon whom 
the obligation rests primarily to do this work? And 
who are the men who should be best quaiitied to do 
this work? 

I think there is but one answer: by the pastors of 
the churches, They are responsible for the teaching 
in the schools ; they are responsible for the souls of the 
boys and girls and young people who constitute the 
schools. They cannot know what is being taught by 
their teachers unless they are in constant contact with 
them. The pastor can accomplish tenfold more for the 
school and for the church by devoting himself to the 
training of teachers, and to those who may be teachers, 
than by teaching a Bible class. 

This raises the question, Are all pastors competent 
to train teachers? Many would at once say, ‘‘ We 
are not competent.’’ Well, I think the average min- 
ister could do fairly well if he would give as much 
time to it as to the preparation of his sermons. 

This, however, raises another question. - Should 
not our theological colleges make this a distinct part 
of their work? Responses in The Sunday School 
Chronicle of London, to a letter by the editor, revealed 
an unsatisfactory state of things across the Atlantic in 
this respect. The replies published in the Chronicle 
rather signified some indifference, and a plea of want 
of time to doit. There is more sympathy on this 
North American continent on the part of divinity 
schools than in the Old World. 

I venture to say that churches that support such 
colleges should support them on condition of this work 
being done. 

If statistics are correct in indicating that about 
eighty per cent of those added to the church come 
from the Sunday-schools, the time has surely come 
when teachers, as sub-pastors, should be under the 
direct training and influence of the chief pastor of the 
church. 

All teachers and parents in a holy league and 
covenant to help and bless the young people and chit- 
dren.—l\t is a trite thing to say that parents should 
know the teachers to whom their children are en- 
trusted for religious teaching and spiritual influence. 
It may also be a trite thing to say that teachers should 
know something of the home life and environment of 
those whom they are called upon to teach. It isa sad 
thing that most parents know little or nothing about 
the religious character and fitness of those who teach 
their children, 

My ideal is that all teachers and parents should, 
in some way or other, come into contact and fellow- 
ship with each other, so that they might mutually help 
each other in the great work of developing the char- 
acter of the children. Such a league and covenant 
would lead to Christian friendship, to united prayer, 
to united faith, and to united effort in many direc- 
tions to win the young people tor Christ. 

Another ideal, which may be a little further off 
than some of those I have dealt with, is, A// money 
needed by the Sunday-school should be provided by 
the church.—The question may be asked me here: 





1 The Sunday School Times Co., publishes a 7-cent pamphlet giving 
the results of its inquiry among over seventy-five theological semina- 
ries as to what they are doing in Sunday-school training.—Tue 
Epitor. 
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Then should not the Sunday-school people give ? 
By all means give, but give for unselfish objects and 
in an unselfish spirit,—give for the missionary and 
educational work of the church. If church officers 
felt it their duty to supply funds for the effective carry- 
ing out of the Sunday-schools connected with their 
congregation, they would take a greater interest in the 
work done there, and would watch the judicious 
expenditure of the money devoted to such purposes. 

If all should not be given that is required, there 
should be a generous donation from the funds of the 
church for the better equipment of the Sunday-school, 
and especially for the improvement of the library. 

All Sunday-school officers, teachers, and scholars, 
total-abstainers and qorkers for the prohibition of 
the liquor traffic.—The Sunday-school institution is 
the greatest temperance organization on the face of 
the earth. It has in it a prophetic power that shall 
tell upon civic government and the general legislation 
of the country in such a way as shall ultimately mean 
the destruction of what John Wesley designated 
slavery, and what I designate the liquor traffic, ‘* the 
sum of all villainy.’’ From whatever view-point the 
liquor traffic is looked at, it is the bounden duty of 
every person connected with Sunday-schools to edu- 
cate the children of the church and of the home in 
favor of total-abstinence principles, and against the 
liquor traffic. 

The last ideal to which I would call your atten- 
tion is, AM scholars for Christ and the church.—You 
will have observed that in the ideals with which I have 
dealt, I have emphasized the word ‘<all,’’ and in this 
closing ideal, | give equal emphasis to the * all.’ 
Ad scholars for Christ and the church. 

Childhood has a right to claim from the church the 
recognition that Christ gave to childhood, 

Let us keep this ideal in its fulness before us as we 
enter upon the Sunday-school work of this twentieth 
century. All the children for Christ and the church. 
If any one for Christ, why not all for Christ ? 

Better, far better, to save them in childhood than 
to allow them to wander into the far country, and 
then, by extraordinary evangelistic agencies, bring 
them back to the Father's house. 

Better, far better, in view of life-long service for 
the Master, that they be saved while in the ranks of 
the Sunday-school. 

Better, far better, in the interest of the world’s 
evangelization,—the evangelization of the heathen 
world, —that we capture childhood for Christ. 

TORONTO, CANADA, 











Snowball and Fido 


Adapted from the German 
By Mary J. Safford 


HEN one speaks of a dog and a cat, it brings no 
pretty picture before children’s eyes. They 
see the cat arching its back and spitting while 

the dog, barking and growling, runs in front of it, till 
she darts up a tree where, luckily, he cannot follow. 

That's just the way the dog and cat, whose story I 
am going to tell you, behaved at first. 

Pretty little Snowball belonged to Frieda, who was 
very fond of her pussy. Snowball really was a beauty, 
dainty and graceful. Frieda had made a pink velvet 
necklace for her, which was very becoming. She was 
a lively little thing, always full of pranks, and led a 
very happy life with her mistress. Only when Frieda’s 
cousin Minna came with her dog Fido, the house 
became a battle-ground. Snowball put up her back; 
spit, and was yery unfriendly, and Fido barked and 
growled, and was very different from the nice little dog 
he seemed to be at home. 

‘What a pity,’ Minna used to say, ‘‘ that our pets, 
so good when they are apart, should begin to fight 
whenever they are together.’’ 

‘Remember that,’’ said her mother, smiling; ‘‘and 
don’t forget that the behavior you think so naughty in 
the animals is far worse in children. 

To prevent this quarreling, the little girls determined 
to keep their pets apart. When Frieda visited Minna, 
she left Snowball at home, and when Minna went to 
see Frieda, she said to her little dog, ‘Fido, I'm 
going to Frieda’s ; you must not come!’’ 

Fido didn’t like this, for noi to be allowed to go 
with his little mistress was one of the greatest punf&Sh- 
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ments which could be imposed upon him. He bore 
it once, twice, three times, then he made up his mind 
to a plan. And the next time Minna went to Frieda’s 
he did it. 

Minna had several errands to do on the way to her 
cousin's, and when she reached the house, to her 
astonishment, she found her dog in the parlor, lying 
quietly on the floor, wagging his tail. Snowball did 
not seem to know just what to do. She spit and put 
up her back. Fido took no notice of it. This went on 
for some time. Then Snowball grew a little tired of 
such a one-sided quarrel, sat down and purred, anda 
pleasant, quiet hour pleased everybody. Fido was 
only a dog—but he who conquers himself is greater 
than he who takes a city. And now Minna always 
took her pet with her. 

Things went on for a while in this way. Fido and 
Snowball kept a few feet apart, and no longer quarrelled 
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with each other. But matters were to be better still. 
One beautiful summer evening, Frieda was sitting 
with Snowball on a little bench by the lake. Sud- 
denly a spiteful boy seized the pretty little cat, threw 
it far out into the lake, and then ran away laughing. 
Poor Snowball mewed and struggled pitifully, and her 
mistress screamed for help. Several minutes passed. 
Snowball mewed, and Frieda shrieked. 

Then Minna came running up with her dog. 

‘«Fetch, Fido!’’ Fido leaped into the water, swam 
over to Snowball, seized her by her fur, and brought 
her ashore. Oh, how happy Snowball was, and 
how grateful her mistress was to Fido. The dog shook 
himself, and seemed much pleased with his good deed. 

From that day Fido and Snowball became the best 
of friends. ‘They ate from the same dish, and neither 
grudged the other the best pieces. 

WaAsHINGTON, D. C. 
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Secrets of Successful Teaching 
x. Why We Teach—By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


Author of ‘‘ Ways of Working,” ‘‘ The Teacher, the Child, and the Book,”’ etc. 


N OUR work we remember as a further encourage- 
| ment that a child converted is of more value to 
the world than a man converted, because the 
man’s life is already largely lived, and the child's 
life is yet to be lived. The child has years ahead of 
growth and usefulness; the old, hardened sinner, 
saved by God's grace, has a black record behind him, 
and a few remaining days or months of a brightening 
progress in front of him. And so we praise God for 
this encouragement too. 

And yet in all this we may well say, as we face the 
difficulty, Who is sufficient for these things? I can 
reach a.child’s mind without the sanctifying aid of 
the Holy Spirit. A godless teacher can teach a child 
geography and history from the Bible. I can make a 
child understand the syntax of the sentences which 
set forth God’s grace. But to reach that citadel of 
the child’s Aeart, and make the child say ‘‘I will,’’ 
is so far beyond man’s power that it seems hopeless. 
Put the little one in front of you, and surround him 
with all the professors .from theological seminaries, 
and let them argue with the child, and prove to the 
child in a thousand ways the reasonableness of all 
this, and still that little sovereign says ‘‘I1 won't !’’ 
Who, then, is sufficient for these things, to bring 
that child out of the attitude of ‘‘I won't’’ into the 
attitude of ‘I will'’ ? But just here we meet our 
greatest encouragement, —that the Holy Spirit is with 
us, ready to be our co-worker ; and if you, my younger 
brethren, remember nothing of what | have said but 
this, forget this not. 


The Secret of a Teacher’s Success 

I believe that when you and I study the lesson, the 
Holy Spirit is anxious to help us. 1 believe when we 
go to our classes, the Holy Spirit is anxious to go with 
us. I believe when we speak to our scholars, the 
divine Spirit is anxious to speak through us. I be- 
lieve he is more anxious to co-operate with us than 
we are to have his co-operation. And there lies our 
great comfort. I believe the Holy Spirit is always 
anxious to ascend the pulpit with every minister. 
When we are willing to teach, not with the words 
which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy 
Spirit teacheth, then we become endued with that 
mysterious power that men try to analyze and describe 
and dissect, and never reach,—that living power of 
the living God in our hearts. Men say, ‘‘What was 
Moody's secret of success?’’ And one says, ‘‘ His 
executive power.’’ And another says, ‘‘ His power of 
anecdote and illustration.’ And another says, ‘‘ His 
common sense.’’ And another says, ‘‘ His immense 
vitality." No! All these,—permeated and sancti- 
fied by the Spirit of the living God™! Zhen they be- 
came potent, and men forgot his uncouthness ; they 
overlooked his grammatical errors, and they pardoned 
things which otherwise they would not have pardoned, 
because they were overwhelmed with the power of the 
truth which he was uttering. 


Preaching Not the Prime Cause of Conversion 

I have looked with some curiosity and interest, and 
with some measure of care, into this matter of what 
brings sinners out into the light. “Tomy own humilia- 
tion, I must say that, though it has. pleased God to 
bless my work far more than I deserved, it has not 
been so much through sermons,—for very few ser- 
mons that I have preached have I ever found to have 


been the prime cause of conversion ; but I have found 
fidelity, earnestness, feeble words, given power by 
the divine blessing. I have found these so to work 
on human hearts that a great revolution has been ac- 
complished, and I believe firmly that God can take a 
stray sentence honestly uttered, and a saving truth fer- 
vently stated, and can therewith batter down the de- 
fences of the human heart, and open the gate and find 
entrance for the divine truth. 

Here we meet with some anomalies. I had a 
teacher in our school who used to be a sailor,—a 
godly man. He knew little of history, and nothing 
of science; but he knew Jesus. He so taught his 
class that every one found the Saviour, and made pub- 
lic confession. By and by he came to me and said : 
‘«Take my class away. I am uneducated. I can't 
lead them any higher ; but I have led them to Christ. 
Give me,"’ he said, ‘‘a new class that does not know 
Christ, and I will try to lead them to the Shepherd."’ 
And I took away his whole class, and put them into 
the hands of a more educated Christian, and I gave 
him a new class, and before he died every one had 
found the Saviour. What was the potency in that 
uneducated man? Was it not his humble trust in 
Him who can sanctify whatever word is spoken, and 
his waiting on God for his blessing in the regenera- 
tion of the hearts of his scholars ? 


Conversion of Scholars only Half the Work 

Our scholars now having been by God's grace 
brought into the kingdom, that is only half the work. 
See. They have acknowledged their guilt according 
to its measure, and have received God's grace, that 
has brought them pardon and salvation. But now 
must follow—glory. Glory has but started—the glory 
of transformation into the spirit of their perfect Lord. 
They are babes in Christ Jesus. And yet I find that 
there be many teachers who, as soon as the child has 
united with God's visible church, feel, «‘ Now the 
thing is finished."" No. Now itis begun. Now the 
nurture begins. Now the Christian training begins. 
Now that watch-care begins, lest they be ensnared 
again, and go back into the old yoke of bondage. 
Now all that process begins that is to develop and 
uplift and enlarge and beautify and glorify the Chris- 
tian character. Saved? Yes; but saved for sanctifi- 
cation. Sanctified? Yes; but sanctified for service. 
This is the outcome of our work, beloved fellow- 
workers : that there may be service rendered in the 
divine kingdom, and that, when we have come to ac- 
knowledge God as our God and Jesus as our Saviour, 
we may then stand in the attitude of Isaiah, who, 
when he caught his first great vision of Jehovah, and 
heard the voice saying, ‘‘ Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?'’ promptly responded, ‘‘ Here 
am I; send me.’’ 

But shall we put our children into service? Shall 
we make the boys hardly in their teens, who are 
Christians, workers? Yes. Why not? Among their 
fellow-boys and girls. Not that I would encourage a 
child to be pert or assuming; but why should not a 
boy who has found Christ go to another boy and tell 
him, and ask him to come? How was it with you? 
Wasn't the first impulse in your child-heart, when 
you found the Lord, to go to some other child? No 
one ever told me to go to anybody else when, as a 
boy of fourteen, I found Christ ; but the Lord said to 
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me, ‘‘ There is Henry,"’ —my only playmate. ‘Go 
to him and ask him if he does not want to give his 
heart to Christ ?"' And I, a baby Christian, went to 
him and invited him, and God blessed the invitation 
and he came in. 

Oh ! these children, if rightly guided, can do won- 
ders for Christ. A whole family is in a church in 
New York to-day. The father, mother, and grand- 
mother never came inside of a church at one time ; 
but a little boy came, and his father told me the boy 
used to come to him, and say, ‘‘O father, won't you 
come? Oh, the singing and the teaching!’’ And 
the father always said, ‘‘ Well, maybe.’’ But his 
father told me about it afterwards, —how the boy kept 
at him, ‘* Won't you please go, father,—won't you, 
please ?’’ And at last he came, and the mother 
came, and the grandmother came, and the sister 
game, and they were all converted ; and the father is 
an elder in the church, and the boy is a worker in 
the Sunday-school, and the wife—he is married now 
—is a worker in the Sunday-school. A boy did it, 
with God's blessing. Shall we make the children, 
therefore, serve? Aye; if little Samuel served in the 
temple, why should not our little Samuels serve in 
these modern days? 


The Great Value of Decision Day 


In this matter of bringing these scholars to a decis- 
ion, Decision Day is of great value. If I were a 
teacher, 1 would not wait for Decision Day ; I would 
always be watching, praying, expecting. But many 
teachers will not ; therefore we must supplement their 
lack of fidelity by appointing Decision Days, and 
striving to make good the deficiency of the teacher by 
pushing for definite action on the part of the scholar. 
That Decision Day, however, which is rushed into 
without due preparation, is apt to work more injury 
than good. It must be wisely prepared for ; it must 
be carefully reached ; it must be afterwards carefully 
furthered. As an illustration of how this may be 
done, let me tell you what a minister in New York 
did last fall. He told all his teachers he was going 
to strike for decision on State Decision Day. He 
held a meeting of his teachers two weeks before, and 
it was my privilege at that time to address them on 
the matter of child Christian life. He also made an 
address, and then he said, ‘‘I want you all to be 
much in prayer that God may guide us by the Spirit 
in this work.’’ ‘*The next Sunday's lesson,’’ he 
said, ‘‘is ‘The Cities of Refuge.’ Whatever you 
teachers do, I want you to end up by pointing to 
Jesus, the sinner's refuge. That morning I shall 
preach on ‘Children Invited to Christ." Where par- 
ents do not bring their children, I want you to bring 
those in your class and sit with them. At the close 
of the Sunday-school, I shall come in, and I shall 
ask all scholars who want to join a class, definitely 
desiring in that class to confess Christ and be led fur- 
ther, to meet me at the close of the Sunday-school. 
The following Sunday the lesson is, ‘ Joshua’s Parting 
Advice." The theme is, ‘A Good Choice." Whatever 
you teachers do, | want you to emphasize the matter 
of choice of God now."’ 

In that way the teacher force knew what he wanted, 
—what he wanted of them, what he was going to do, 
and what he hoped would be the result. Large 
blessing followed that careful work of this godly man. 
I would, therefore, recommend the adoption in many 
cases of Decision Day, so that what teaching has been 
rightly given to our scholars may be then focalized, 
and we reach not only comprehension, but decision 
and action for Christ. 


Will Children Stand the Test? 

And will they stand? Well, you stood, didn't 
you, by God's grace? And God is able to make them 
stand. Indeed, I might say that it is easier for them 
to stand, on the whole, than to wait until years have 
confirmed habits of evil in their hearts, and then to 
break away from those, and try to stagger on and 
still stand. My own experience with children has 
been somewhat large, and my experience with rescued 
men off the Bowery has been somewhat large ; for | 
began my work with rescued men on the Bowery. 
But of the two classes—those converted in mature 
years, and those converted in childhood—there is no 
comparison as to which one furnishes the larger per- 
centage of stable, growing Christians. 

See then, teacher, see then, brother minister, what 
we have reached so far: What we teach,—God's 
Book. Whom we teach,—God's child. Why we 
teach, —for the impartation of the divine nature to the 
child. Who is our helper,—the divine Spirit of God. 
What a quartet,—a divine Book, a divine child, a 
divine character, a divine Spirit ! 
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Lesson 10. September 6. Death of Saul and Jonathan 


I Sam. 31: I-13. (Read 1 Sam., chaps. 27-31; also 2 Sam. 1.) Memory vs.: 6, 7. 











Golden Text: There is a way which seemeth right unto a man; but the end thereof are the ways of death.—Prov. 14: 12. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel : 
and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gil- 
boa. 

2 And the Philistines followed hard upon 
Saul and upon his sons; and the Philistines 
slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Melchi- 
shua, Saul's sons. 

3 And the battle went sore against Saul, and 
the archers hit him ; and he was sore wounded 
of the archers. 

4 Then said Saul unto his armourbearer, 
Draw thy sword, and thrust me through there- 
with; lest these uncircumcised come and 
thrust me through, and abuse me. But his 
armourbearer would not; for he was sore 
afraid. ‘Therefore Saul took a sword, and fell 
upon it. 

5 And when his armourbearer saw that Saul 
was dead, he fell likewise upon his sword, and 
died with him. 

6 So Saul died, and his three sons, and his 
armourbearer, and all his men, that same day 
together. 

7 ¥ And when the men of Israel that were 
on the other side of the valley, and ¢hey that 
were on the other side Jordan, saw that the 
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1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel : 
and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down ! slain in mount 
Gilboa. 2 And the Philistines followed hard 
upon Saul and upon his sons ; and the Philis- 
tines slew Jonathan, and ? Abinadab, and Mal- 
chi-shua, the sons of Saul. 3 And the battle 
went sore afainst Saul, and the archers over- 
took him; and he was greatly distressed by 
reason of the archers. 4 Then said Saul to 
his armorbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust 
me through therewith, lest these uncircumcised 
come and thrust me through, and 3 abuse me. 
But his armorbearer would not; for he was 
sore afraid. Therefore Saul took his sword, 
and fell upon it. 5 And when his armor- 
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he likewise 
fell upon his sword, and died with him. 6So 
Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor- 
bearer, and all his men, that same day to- 
gether. 

7 And when the men of Israel that were on 
the other side of the valley, and they that were 
beyond the Jordan, saw that the men of Israel 
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were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled ; 
and the Philistines came and dwelt in them. 

8 And it came to pass on the morrow, when 
the Philistines came to strip the slain, that 
they found Saul and his three sons fallen in 
mount Gilboa. 

9 And they cut off his head, and stripped 
off his armour, and sent into the land of the 
Philistines round about, to publish z¢ iz the 
house of their idols, and among the people. 

1o And they put his armour in the house of 
Ashtaroth : and they fastened his body to the 
wall of Beth-shan, 

11 § And when the inhabitants of Jabesh- 
gilead heard of that which the Philistines had 
done to Saul, 

12 All the valiant men arose, and went all 
night, and took the body of Saul and the bodies 
of his song from the wall of Beth-shan, and 
came to Jabesh, and burnt them there. 

13 And they took their bones, and buried 
them under a tree at Jabesh, and fasted seven 
days. 


1Or, wounded 21nch. 14. 49, Jshvi. 
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they forsook the cities, and fled; and the 
Philistines came and dwelt in them. 8 And 
it came to pass on the morrow, when the Phi- 
listines came to strip the slain, that they found 
Saul and his three sons fallen in mount Gilboa. 
9 And they cut off his head, and stripped off 
his armor, and sent into the land of the Philis- 
tines round about, to carry the tidings unto 
the house of their idols, and to the people. 
1o And they put his armor in the house of 
the Ashtaroth ; and they fastened his body to 
the wall of Beth-shan. 11 And when the in- 
habitants of Jabesh-gilead heard concerning 
him that which the Philistines had done to 
Saul, 12 all the valiant men arose, and went 
all night, and took the body of Saul and the 
bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth-shan ; 
and they came to Jabesh, and burnt them 
there. 13 And they took their bones, and 
buried them under the tamarisk-tree in Jabesh, 
and fasted seven days. 


3 Or, make a mock of me 


Pronunciations : Abinadab, A-bin’a-dab ; Meichi-shua, Mél-chi-shu’a; Jabesh-gilead, Ja-besh-gil’e-ad. 










































































men of Israel fled, and that Saul and his sons 


Surroundings and Critical Notes 
By Professor Willis J. Beecher, D.D. 


NTERVENING Events.—Tired of their outlaw 
life, David and his men go with their families to 
the land of the Philistines, and settle in Ziklag, 

remaining a year and four months (1 Sam. 27: 1-7). 
David's deteriorating character displays itself in acts 
of cruelty and duplicity (27: 8-12). The Philistines 
invade Israel, David being among them (28 : 1-2; 
29: 1-11). Israel is demoralized, numbers coming to 
join David (1 Chron, 12: 19-21). Note the horrible 
»0sition in which David has thus placed himself. 
Providence helped him out. The Philistine lords 
distrusted him. He went back to Ziklag, and had to 

ursue the man who had burned it (1 Sam. 30 : 1-25). 

eturning, he complimented his acquaintances in 

udah with presents from his spoils (30 : 26-31). 

Meanwhile Saul consulted the woman of Endor (28 : 
3-25). The next day (19) the battle of Gilboa was 
fought. 

Timr.—The year that David became king of Judah, 
perhaps 1063 B.C. The Ussher date is 1056 B.C. 
Many give the-date as more than fifty years later. 

Priace.—The Gilboa hills, rising from the valley of 
Jezreel. 

PARALLEL PassaGE.—1 Chronicles 10: 1-14. There 
is another account in the first chapter of 2 Samuel. 
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Verse 1.—General account of the battle.—Now: 
While the various experiences just recounted were 
happening to David. Perhaps the battle occurred 
the day when David reached Ziklag with his spoils, 
and sent complimentary presents to his friends in 
Judah (comp. 1 Sam. 30: 1 and 2Sam. 1 : 1-2).—/F/ed, 

. and fell; But after aresistance so stubborn that 
the Philistines seem not to have been aware of the 
magnitude of their victory until the next day (v. 8). 

Verses 2-5.—Details of the death of Saul.—7zke 
batt/e went sore against Saul: Literally, ‘was 
heavy unto.” That is, the fighting was severe. 
This clause says nothing of disaster.—7he archers 
found him: This is the literal and correct transla- 
tion, as opposed to ‘‘hit him” and ‘‘overtook him” 
in the versions. Probably they discovered where he 
was, and began to shoot at him.—He was greatly 
distressed: Much annoyed, not ‘‘sore wounded” 
(Old Version). What is here said concerning the 
archers does not contradict what the Amalekite told 
David concerning ‘‘ the chariots and the horsemen,” 
for that belongs to a later point of time (2 Sam. 1 : 6). 
—Saul said,... Draw thy sword, etc.: Thanks to 
the woman of Endor, Saul has come into the battle 
disheartened. Otherwise he would have preferred to 
die fighting, and in that case he might not have died. 
Fell upon it: Why stab himself in this fashion, 
rather than in some more exact and skilful way ?— 
His armorbearer saw that Saul was dead; That is 
what he thought he saw. The Amalekite told David 
(2 Sam, 1 : 6-10) that he found Saul supporting him- 
self on his spear, apparently in a reclining position, 
in danger from the Philistine chariots and cavalry, 
and that Saul said, ‘‘Stand, I pray thee, over me, 
and slay me;... for my soul is yet whole within 


me.” If this is the truth, Saul’s attempted suicide 








fled, and that Saul and his sons were dead, 
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was unsuccessful, and he died by the hand of the 
Amalekite. 

Verse 6.—However he died, his dynasty perished 
with him. All his sons who had any fitness for 
reigning died in the same battle.—And all his men: 
Those who held official positions, perhaps. 

Verse 7.—A result showing the decisiveness of the 
defeat.— The other side of the valley: To the north 
of the valley of Jezreel. We have no account of the 
Philistine occupancy at any other time thus extend- 
ing to the north of Jezreel and to the east of the Jor- 
dan.—Came and dwelt: This denotes unresisted 
military occupancy. We are not told how perma- 
nent the dwelling was.—/n them: In the cities. In 
the parallel account in 1 Chronicles (10 : 7) the pro- 
noun is masculine, which gives the meaning ‘‘ among 
them;”’ that is, among the inhabitants of those cities. 
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Saul the 


By Alexander 


* HE great plain” of Jezreel, or Esdraelon, is 
the natural battle-field of Palestine, and had 
already twice seen Israel victorious,—once 

when Deborah and Barak scattered Sisera’s army, 

and again when Gideon and his three hundred de- 
feated the Midianites. But now disaster and shame 
attended the army of Israel, because its leader had 
ceased to be of the company ‘‘of Gideon, Barak,... 
who through faith... turned to flight armies of 
aliens.” The battle itself is not described. The 
narrator seems to avert his eyes from the tragic 
sight, and disposes of the agony and shame of the vain 
struggle in a clause,—‘‘the men of Israel fled from 
before the Philistines.” No words could make that 
disgrace more disgraceful, or that bewildering con- 
tradiction of divine promises more bewildering. 

When our narrative becomes more copious, the day 

is lost, and Israel is in panic-stricken flight from the 

wide plain to the shelter of the hills. Notice how, in 
the first two verses of the lesson, ‘‘ the Philistines” 
are named four times, and how, in the first verse, 
they are twice, as it were, set over against ‘‘the men 
of Israel.” The writer feels all the misery and para- 
dox of such foes prevailing against Jehovah's people, 
and would rub the lesson into his readers’ minds. 

The heat of the pursuit was apparently directed 
against Saul and his sons, and in the flight and con- 
fusion he seems to have been separated from them; 
or perhaps they made a last stand, with filial devo- 
tion, to let the pursuing wolves rend them, if per- 
chance their sacrifice might give him time to make 
good his escape. If so, they died in vain, and only 
gave Saul the added pang of knowing that his sons 
were swept away (all but Ish-bosheth, who was 
probably not on the field of battle), and that thus no 
heir to his kingdom was left, and that one-half of the 
woman of Endor’s grim prophecy was fulfilled before 
his eyes. 

The precise force of the expressions in verse 3 is 
doubtful. The word rendered “hit him” in the Au- 
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Verses 8-10.—By the indignities to which they sub- 
jected his body, the Philistines showed that they re- 
garded him as an especially formidable enemy, and 
thus really paid him a high tribute.—Cut off his 
head: The account in Chronicles says that they fast- 
ened his head in the house of Dagon. 

Verses 11-13.—Another tribute to Saul from the 
people for whom he wrought his first great public 
act (1 Sam. 11: 1-13).—ABurat them there: To pre- 
vent their falling again into the hands of the Philis- 
tines. There is here no necessary implication that 
cremation was then customary. 

AUBURN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, 
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The light of great qualities is easily quenched by 
the dropping of little faults. 
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Suicide 
McLaren, D.D. 


thorized Version, and ‘‘overtook him” in the Re- 
vised Version (English and American), is taken by 
H. P. Smith (International Critical Commentary) to 
mean ‘‘got his range.” The Authorized Version 
makes the clause a mere duplicate of the succeeding, 
according to its rendering of the latter; the Revised 
Version brings in the presence of the Philistine 
archers, whereas Saul was evidently alone with his 
armor-bearer; Smith’s rendering seems truest to 
the context. The word in the next clause renderd 
‘*wounded” becomes ‘‘ distressed” in the Revised 
Version, but the former is preferable, because Saul’s 
speech to his armor-bearer is evidently that of a 
wounded man. So we have tothink of him as there 
at bay, like a wounded bison, his sons dead, his king- 
dom gone, his soldierly glory quenched, the arrows 
falling thick round him, and black despair in his 
heart. Never was there a more tragical ending of a 
career once radiant with great possibilities and rich 
in budding promise. How far he had traveled from 
that day when, .n the dawning morning, Samuel 
poured the oil on his head and kissed him! And his 
traveling had all been steadily downwards, till he 
had reached this lowest depth of despair and self. 
slaughter. Hopé was gone, courage was gone, every- 
thing was gone; and now life had better go, he 
thought. 

A grim end! What had been the beginning of the 
fall? Self-will putting itself above a divine com- 
mandment. What had been the progress of the 
fall? Completer abandonment to his own impulses; 
suspicions; unbridled passions; spasms of remorse 
that foamed themselves out, and did not change his 
conduct or his heart; gloomy hugging of the tortur- 
ing jealousy that gnawed away all his old frank 
generosity, and worked him into savage fury of his 
noble son and of the young hero who had done so 
much for him; and, worst of all, and cause of all, 
obstinate determination not to bend, however God 
might strike, but to defy heaven and all its light- 
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nings. He is the Titan of Jewish history, the ter- 
rible example of a man madly rushing against the 
“‘thick bosses of the Almighty’s buckler” to his own 
destruction. ‘* We have all of us one human heart,” 
and should remember our common humanity and the 
awful possibilities that lie in it when we look at the 
unhappy Saul. He, too, like the rest of us, had high 
aspirations and a bright start. To him, too, as to 
the rest of us, life had been sweet and hope bright. 
He, too, had known how blessed obedience to God 
was, and had felt the joy and peace of being con- 
sciously guided by God and docile to histouch. And 
all the fair promise of dawn had darkened to this 
lurid sunset. Let us not be high-minded, but fear, 
and humbly see a brother in Saul, and pray to be 
kept in the paths of obedience, which are paths of 
peace. 

The lesson of Saul’s end has special application to 
those who ‘‘have tasted of the heavenly gift, and 
were partakers of the Holy Ghost;” for it must not 
be forgotten that Samuel's prophecy to him, ‘‘ The 
Spirit of Jehovah will come mightily upon thee, and 
thou shalt... be turned into another man,” was ful- 
filled on the day when it was spoken, when ‘‘ God gave 
him another heart.” So his was a case of a real 
‘‘conversion” of a kind, and of a real ‘falling from 
grace,” and may well be a warning to all Christians 
that they grieve not nor quench the Spirit. They, 
too, have an anointing from the Holy One, but the 
sacred oil may evaporate from their heads, as it did 
from Saul’s raven locks. 

And what was the end of his downward progress ? 
A death full of despair. The last suicidal act, dread- 
ful as it was, and rare as its like is in Scripture his- 
tory, was but the expression of the thick darkness 
that had settled on him. It was the appropriate end 
of such a life, for he had been committing slow suicide 
for years, slaying his spirit by his sinful self-will; 
and when he desperately fell on his own sword, he 
was ending his career in the same fashion as he had 
pursued it. But it is pitiful and strange, yet most 
true to nature, that his last dread should be of a very 
trivial matter. What lay heavy on his soul was not 
the loss of sons, kingdom, glory, or even the loss of 
communion with God; what he feared was nothing 
beyond the grave, but the mockery of his foes if he 
fell into their hands living. How strangethatsuch a 
small matter should agitate a man who had so much 
greater occasions for dread and agitation! And yet 
how many of us have dying minds filled with thoughts 
of what is to become of our bodies, and are apathetic 
as to all that lies beyond ! 

Saul could not by suicide prevent the indignities 
savagely done tohis corpse. The armor in the temple 
of Ashtaroth, and the body on the wall of Beth-shan, 
and the head carried round the Philistine cities, were 
trophies of the victory, not only of the Philistines over 
Israel, but of the Philistines’ gods over Jehovah. So, 
ever, the defeats of his servants are the occasion of 
gibes and boastings that bring discredit, not only on 
the servants, but on their Lord. He is put to shame 
in the world when the world overcomes those who 
should be his soldiers, and victorious by their faith. 

One poor wreath, cnt f with tears and fragrant 
above the smell of blood that fills the story, was 
brought by the men of Jabesh-gilead, mindful of 
what Saul had done for them in his bright, early 
days. From their city across Jordan they made a 
brave night-march to Beth-shan, forded the Jordan 
in the dark, stole up the valley that runs up from the 
ford to the east end of the great plain, at the top of 
which is Beth-shan, silently took down the four 
corpses, reverently bore them to Jabesh, where they 
were cremated, and the ashes buried ‘‘under the 
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tamarisk-tree” with fasting and mourning. So 
there were some to sorrow even for Saul, and the 
good deed of the men of Jabesh-gilead brings a soft- 
ening touch of pity and gratitude into the tragic 
story, like a flower blooming bright among the black 
rocks, over which a tortured river falls into unseen 
depths, amid clouds of spray and thunders of sound. 
MANCHESTER, ENGLAND, 
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You cannot escape disgrace by means of dishonor. 
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é AUL Took His SworD, AND FELL upon IT.” —A 
thousand years after Saul’s day, a thousand 
Hebrews, by unanimous consent, slew one 

another in Masada to save themselves from falling 

alive into the hands of the Romans ; and it is still 
the case, men prefer to die rather than be taken 
prisoners by a non-Christian enemy. David knew 
this; therefore he said, ‘‘ Let me not fall into the 
hand of man” (2 Sam. 24:14). Non-Christian victors 
inflict not only physical torture, but every possible 
indignity on their prisoners. The courtesy and kind 
treatment which prisoners received in the American- 

Spanish war, and still later in South Africa, are pro- 

ducts of the life of Jesus Christ, which Saul had no 

reason to expect at the hands of the Phikstines, and 
no one expects here to-day. 

‘*THE PHILISTINES CAME TO STRIP THE SLAIN.” — 
As late as forty years ago, in Syria the slain were 
stripped by their conquerors, and then what could 
not be carried away of their property was burned. 

‘* AND THEY CuT OFF HIS HEAD, AND STRIPPED OFF 
HIS ARMOR, AND SENT INTO THE LAND OF THE PHILIS- 
TINES RounpD ABourtT, TO CARRY THE TIDINGS UNTO THE 
House OF THEIR Ipo.Ls.”—Saul required David to 
Loney tokens, showing the number of Philistines 

illed (1 Sam. 18 : 25); and centuries before, Succoth 

and Penuel had mockingly asked Gideon for the 
hands of Zebah and Zalmunna as a token of his having 
slain them; but Gideon could not show the cut-off 
hands of the two chieftains in question (Judg. 8: 
15). Now, as in the days of the Philistines, the head 
of an enemy presented to a pasha or to a tribe is the 
most satisfactory token and cause of rejoicing among 
the sympathizers with the victor. There are some 
living in Syria who remember seeing piles of heads 
brought from afar and paraded (sometimes in the 
shrines of the victors). 

‘* AND THEY Put HIS ARMOR IN THE HOUSE OF THE 
AsHTAROTH.”—How was the sword of Goliath disposed 
of ? (Comp. 1 Sam. 21: 9.) Wars in the Orient were 
undertaken either in behalf of the gods or in depend- 
ence upon them. Victories were duly credited to the 
idols of the victors, and Muhammadans to this day 
speak of wars against infidels as jehad,—holy or re- 
ligious wars, and the religious houses of the van- 
quished are destroyed and defiled, while those of the 
victor are honored and decorated, as was the house 
of the Philistine Ashtaroth with the armor of Saul. 
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The warnings in the Word are for instruction, 
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How to Illustrate the Lesson 
By Louis Albert Banks, D.D. 


Give Up Your Sin 


HE end thereof are the ways of death (Golden 
Text). Mr. Charles Alexander, the singing evan- 
gelist, was approached recently in London bya 

beggar, who said, ‘‘ Excuse me, sir, but I must ask 
you for help.” ‘‘ Do you drink?” said the evangel- 
ist. ‘‘ I] sometimes take a glass of beer,” replied the 
shabby man. ‘I thought so.” Looking at the 
hands of the suppliant, Mr. Alexander added, ‘‘ And 
you smoke cigarettes.” Changing the note, the evan- 
gelist said: ‘‘ I want you to know that God loves you. 
The only reason I am occupying the position I am, 
and have a little money in my pocket to give you, is 
found in the fact that I have given my heart to 
God.” ‘‘ Why does not God make me love him? I 
am without food, and have not a shirt to my back.” 
‘* My friend,” said Alexander, ‘‘ you must first give 
up your sins. If you do not, you will doubtless re- 
main as you are. On the other hand, I am able to 


tell you that in all my travels I never saw a live 
Christian without a shirt to his back. God clothes 
and feeds those who leave their sin and surrender 
themselves to his will.” 


Handing him a piece of 





money, Alexander continued, ‘‘ Now remember that 
the man who gives you this money is a Christian, 
who tells you that God loves you.” The man was 
broken down in tears, and hungrily listened to the 
Scripture promises which the evangelist quoted for 
his hope and comfort. The end of sin is death, and 
the first step towards heaven is to quit sin. 


The Debt of Love 


And the Philistines slew Jonathan (v.2). During 
the Civil War, President Lincoln delayed for some 
time issuing the Proclamation of Emancipation, be- 
cause it had been feared that the slaves would take 
revenge on their formerowners. But in no Southern 
state was there a single instance of the kind re- 
corded. Not one slave betrayed his trust. Many of 
these ignorant black men and women were left in 
charge of the women and children, the men being at 
the front fighting. And all through the land the 
negroes acted on the rule of faithfulness and love. 
There is no power like love. Jonathan went to his 
death through his love for his father. His father 
was wrong, and Jonathan knew it, and grieved over 
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it. But he loved him, and so he stuck to him, and 
died for him at the last. 


Lost Without Faith 


Saul took his sword, and fell upon it (v. 4). The 
Emperor William of Germany, in his striking address 
upon religion, delivered at Aix-la-Chapelle, Prussia, 
said: ‘‘ He who does not found his life on religion is 
a lost man. I rejoice that I have placed my whole 
empire, my people, and my army, as well as myself 
and my house, beneath the cross and under the pro- 
tection of Him who: said, ‘ Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my word shall not pass away.’” If 
Saul had been true to God, he would never have 
died the death of a suicide. But after he had lost his 
communion with God, he was a poor wandering 
spirit. He went around to see old clairvoyants in 
the caves at night, trying to find out something 
about what God intended to do, but all in vain, and 
he finally fell on his own sword and killed himself. 
Many are dying in the same wicked way to-day, and 
for the same reason. People who love God, and trust 
him, do not die that way. 


A Bad Paymaster 


So Saul died (vy. 6). Henry Ward Beecher said 
that when he was a young minister at Indianapolis, 
he knew a man who spent many a cold night in 
stealing wood. The man underwent privation and 
risk, and worked far harder than would have been 
necessary to earn the wood honestly. So sinners 
defeat their own ends, cheat themselves more than 
they do others, and find Satan a bad paymaster. 
Saul forsook God, and followed his own selfish and 
sinful ways, and so he gets the wages of sin, which is 
death. 


Bringing Sorrow to Others 

So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor- 
bearer, and all his men, that same day together 
(v. 6). Saul, when he died, dragged his sons and all 
his friends down with him into a common ruin; but, 
after all, that is no strange thing for sin todo, Only 
recently, in one of our Eastern cities, a man who had 
wrecked himself by strong drink, arousing from a 
drunken stupor, and being goaded by remorse, took 
a pistol and killed his patient wife and innocent 
little children and then himself. Sin killed Saul and 
his family just as it killed this drunkard and his 
family, and as it is working destruction in other 
families from one end of the land to the other. We 
should not forget that it is impossible that we should 
sin against God ourselves without its bringing in 
some way sorrow to others. 

New York City, 
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The hand of the people falters when the heart of 
the leader fails. 
<_0 


The Lesson in Every-Day Life 
By Charles Frederic Goss, D.D. 


OW the Philistines fought against Israel (v. 1). 
You know why,I am sure. Because there was 
a chance to conquer it! There stands a law of 
nature in clear light. The forces of the universe are 
always under arms, and with marching orders to at- 
tack any individual or any organization that shows 
a sign of weakness. ‘‘Charge every opening into 
every fortress,” is the standing order to the fierce, 
relentless energies of the universe. A vacillating, 
jealous, superstitious king had produced internal 
dissensions, and relaxed the valor,of the nation. 
Just as the waves of the ocean rush at the crevice in 
the dyke, these savage enemies pounced upon the 
rupture inthe kingdom. Watch out there, Little Bill; 
there’s a weak spot in your nature! You are afraid 
of being laughed at, of standing out alone, of stick- 
ing to your principles when the crowd is against you. 
Well, mark my word, a thousand invisible foes are 
already lurking about that open door, like weasels 
and foxes around a crack in the fence of a hen-yard. 
Like the Philistines who followed ‘‘ hard upon” Saul, 
they will pursue you with relentless purpose. They 
were ‘“‘hard upon” poor Saul. They are ‘hard 
upon” me. I have never known a moment's respite 
from my spiritual foes. It is in their nature to be 
‘‘hard upon” us. Life is hard. The Philistines are 
always pitiless. Invincible strength is our only 
safety. There must be no vacillating Sauls in the 
throne of our souls. 

And the battle went sore against Saul (v. 3). 
Undoubtedly it did. You do not know how terrible 
is the current when it goes ‘‘against” you. It is one 
thing, Little Bill, to have things ‘‘come your way,” 
and quite different to have them rush like a mill-race 
in another. When we boys began to go to Owasco 
Lake to spend our Saturdays, we hoped to catch 
rides with the farmers. It did not take us long to 
discover that in the morning, when we were going 
out of town, all the farmers were coming in. And at 
night, when we were coming in to town, all the farm- 
ers were going out. We laughed in the morning. 
We were mad at night, when our legs ached and our 
stomachs were empty. Now and then men strike 
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a short period in life when everything ‘‘comes their 
way.” They can catch a ride at any minute of the 
day or night. But let me warn you, Little Bill, that 
most of the wagons, and especially the spring- 
wagons, go the other way. So get a good stout pair 
of legs under you. And remember this—that when, 
through your own carelessness or weakness or 
wickedness, things begin to go against you, they'll 
go very ‘‘sore” against you. ‘‘Sore!” Ah, Little 
Bill, this world is full of people with sore heads and 
sore hearts! All Sauls wind up with one or the other, 
or both, 

So Saul died, and his three sons, and his armor- 
bearer, and all his men, that same day together 
(v. 6). If we could only suffer alone! If only these 
Sauls did not have to drag others into ruin with 
them! But who ever heard of a man who fell, as an 
apple falls from a tree, alone? Our lives are in- 
dissolubly linked with other lives. When we drop, 
we pull them with us. Sometimes we pull them into 
sorrow only. But what sorrow! Do you think a boy 
can be discharged by his employer, or disgraced in 
his school, or sentenced to the penitentiary, and not 
involve his parents and his friends in his pain? And 
sometimes we drag them into our sins. How few 
sins we commit alone! Almost every one of them 
requires a confederate. These sinful Sauls must 
have their armor-bearers, and down goes the whole 
company with the leader. ‘‘Saul died, and his three 
sons, and his armorbearer, and all his men.” 

And when the men of Israel that were on the 
other side of the valley,... saw... that Saul and 
his sons were dead, they forsook the cities, and fled 
(v. 7). That’s it! The defection and destruction of a 
single one of the defenders of the citadel of virtue 
spreads weakness, if not panic, all along the line. 
Let any boy in the community surrender to the 
cigarette fiend, and some other fellow gives up, too. 
In ‘‘hard times,” if one merchant makes an assign- 
ment he stampedes a crowd. Some poor girl in a 
great city gets tired of the struggle of life and 
drowns herself. The next day a half dozen others 
follow suit. 

All the valiant men arose, and went all night, 
and took the body of Saul,...and burnt...and 
buried them,. .. and fasted seven days (Vv. 12, 13). 
There was something splendid, lovable, fascinating 
about the king, that is sure. What a spell he cast 
over people! In spite of all the weakness and wicked- 
ness, there was a tragic beauty about him, and when 
he died his old companions risked their lives to give 
him a worthy burial. After they had done this last 
devoir they fasted (and wept, no doubt) for seven 
days. Well, this is the pity of it, that there was so 
much to love, with so much to despise. If he had 
been all bad, we should not care. It is the great 
beauties and graces and virtues that run the great- 
est risk and make the greatest ruins. 

CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
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When aman rejects the divine destiny, he elects 
the divine doom. 


The Lesson Outline 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D.D. 


The Results of Rebellion Against God 
1. Defeat : 
Philistines fought: ... men of Israel fled (1). 
Wilt not hearken, .. . these curses (Deut. 28 : 15). 
Cause thee to be smitten... enemies (Deut. 28 : 25). 
My heart shall not fear (Psa. 27 : 1-3). 
2. Distress : 
(1.) The Philistines slew Jonathan (2). 
Iniquity of the fathers upon. . . children (Exod. 20: 5). 
Distressed for thee, my brother Jonathan (2 Sam, 1 : 26). 
(2.) Saul... was greatly distressed (3). 
Terrors shall make him afraid (Job 18 : rr). 
We are pressed, . . . yet not straitened (2 Cor. 4: 8). 
3. Despair : 
Then said Saul, ... Draw thy sword (4). 
God is departed from me (1 Sam. 28 : 15). 
How wilt thou do in... Jordan? (Jer. 12:5.) 
4- Doom: 
So Saul died, and his three sons (6). 
Thy glory, O Israel, is slain (2 Sam. 1 


: 19). 
Like a flower, ... 


is cut down (Job 14: 1, 2). 
5. Dishonor : 
Fastened his body to the wall (9, 10). 
Shield of the mighty . .. cast away (2 Sam. 1 : 21), 
Dead body . . . food unto all birds (Deut. 28 : 26). 


<0 


Hints for the Superintendent 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


ITH whom did Israel have a war at this time ? 

At what place was a great battle fought ? 

(Use the map.) Which side won the victory ? 

What fate did Jonathan meet inthis battle? How 
was Saul killed? (For an explanation of the two 
stories as told here and in 2 Samuel 1, see your com- 
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mentaries.) What did the Philistines do with tne 
body of Saul? Who was it who rescued his body ? 
What did they do with it ? 

The review of the facts of this lesson is easy, but 
the application of any principle is not so easy. The 
superintendent will have to ask some teachers to be 
ready to help him bring out some practical truth from 
the sad story. The difficulty arises from the fact 
that so good a man as Jonathan shares the same fate 
on the field of battle as the wicked Saul. Call atten- 
tion to this, then ask some teacher whether he can 
give any passage of Scripture that throws light on 
this event. Have him give Proverbs 14 : 32,—‘‘ The 
wicked is driven away in his wickedness, but the 
righteous hath hope in his death.” Yes, this is true; 
and we can see it in the case of Saul and his son. 
Look at the two as they lie dead on the field. Whose 
lot would you choose in this world ? Would you not 
say it would be much grander to be a Jonathan than 
a Saul? Surely. For though the one was a king, 
and the other only a soldier, we recognize that char- 
acter is far more valuable than even acrown. But 
now look at their future. At the day of judgment, 
in whose place had you rather stand,—in that of the 
king, or in that of his son? Why would you rather 
take Jonathan’s place at the judgment-seat of God 
than that of Saul? All this shows that the things 
that are not seen are of more value than things visi- 
ble. This world is all the time misjudging, and valu- 
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ing the temporal. Saul lost an earthly crown, but 

Jonathan gained a heavenly crown by his stedfast 

adherence to that which was true and right. This 

same heavenly crown we all may have if we do that 

which is right, and scorn to do base and mean things. 
New York Ciry. 


The promise of morn is vain without the persist- 


ence of noon. 
bal 


Suggested Hymns and Psalms 


(With references also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs "') 


‘*God moves in a mysterious way.’ Psalm 46: 1-7. 


‘‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead (62: 1-4. 98: 1-4.) 
us." Psalm 62 : 5-8, 11, 12. 

‘*T need thee every hour."’ Pp a ° 2-6. 123 : I-4.) 
‘* Nearer, my God, to thee.”’ a as ihe 
sd: ing light is breaking."’ (zag : t-§ 188 : 1-5.) 
is rhe morning ig king. Psalm 119 : 73-80. 

Lead on, O King eternal. r (175 : 55-60. 250 : 1-3.) 
‘*From all thy saints in warfare. Psalm 80 : 3-7. 
‘*Thy way, not mine, O Lord.” (111: 3-6, 164: 1-3.) 
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Kind deeds may long lie buried, but at last they 
vise to bear fruit. 
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For the Primary Teacher 


By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


Quarter’s Thought: The Lord, Jehovah, Our God, is 
King. 
General Thought : God Shows the Right Way to Go. 


Lesson Thought: Saul Chose His Own Way, Not 
God's. 


Golden Text: Explains the result. 


For Review Banner: (The Lord Shows Us) God’s 
Way. 


INTRODUCTION. 

Aunt Flora ran upstairs a moment, and left a cup 
of water and carbolic acid on the table. Little Lucy 
came into the room, and, seeing the white cup, took a 
drink. How it burned! and her screams brought 
everybody running. It looked like a drink of water, 
but caused her death before long. It seems right to 
some people to drink wine, beer, or whisky, but 
there’s danger and sometimes dea?rh in them. 

Once I saw a heavy wire dangling over the street- 
crossing. The policeman stopped everybody who 
came near. It seemed safe enough, but if any one 
had touched that live wire without proper tools death 
might have followed. 

Perhaps you boys have seen ropes hanging over 
car-tracks near bridges. The brakemen on freight- 
cars feel safe until the ropes touch them; then, 
unless they stoop, they know injury or death may 
follow. 

God warns people of danger, and shows the safe 
way to live in this world. He chooses prophets, 
preachers, and teachers to help people understand it. 
He has also given a book—the Bible—that all may 
read and study the right way; yet some people will 
not obey, but choose their own way. 

Note.—Prepare two strips of card or stiff paper, of 
different lengths but the same width. On the longer 
write, ‘‘God’s Way,” on the other, ‘‘My Way.” 
Holding the cards, show that God's way is a straight 
and narrow way leading unto life. (Write ‘‘life.”) If 
I choose God's way for mine, both will be this straight 
way (place the short card behind the long), Now 
with a strong pin or tack, as a pivot, attach cards to 
the board. If I say my own way seems better, then 
God’s way goes one way and mine goes crosswise 
(turn the shorter while talking). The longer I keep 
on, the farther I will be from God's way, until I am 
lost—lost. (Write.) Our Golden Text says, ‘‘ There 
is a way which seemeth right unto a man; but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.” (Add to out- 
line ‘‘ Seems right—death.’”’ Illustrate again while 
reviewing Saul’s life. 

REVIEW. 

It seemed as if Saul started on God's way, but 
turned aside and disobeyed. Samuel told him and 
all the people that those who keep God's way will 
‘Serve, fear, and obey him with all their hearts." 
Samuel said also (1 Sam. 12 : 23), ‘‘ I will teach you 
the good and the right way,” but Saul refused to 
obey. When Samuel came to see him, Saul said, _ I 
have gone the way which Jehovah sent me,” but the 
sheep and cattle proved that he hadn’t. First Saul 
disobeyed, then told a lie, then blamed somebody 
else, until God rejected him as king. How sad! 
Poor Saul! such a big, strong man! but he wouldn't 
heed Samuel, God's prophet. He had killed many 


priests, because one of them had helped David 
(22 : 18); then he had chased David, his best soldier, 
away. You remember David's kindness, twice, when 
he might have killed Saul. 

LESSON. 

At last David said, ‘‘Some day I shall perish by 
the hand of Saul” (27: 1). So with his family and 
six hundred men he went far away to another coun- 
try. Saul did not follow him there. 

Once again the Philistines came to fight Saul. 
Long before, when they came, it was David whe 
fought their giant, and frightened them away (chap. 
17). Another time David conquered them (18 : 27). 
This time the Philistines gathered a// their armies 
(29 : 1), and Saul had no helpers except his soldiers. 
Instead of following God's way, Saul visited an old 
witch to learn what to do (chap. 28). 

Sau] had lost the help of God, Samuel was dead, 
David was gone. No wonder, when the battle began 
in Mt. Gilboa, Saul and his soldiers were afraid and 
ran away. The Philistines followed and killed Jona- 
than and his two brothers, and wounded Saul with 
arrows. Saul didn’t want to be killed by the Philis- 
tines, so he asked his armor-bearer to do it ; but he 
wouldn't, so Saul fell on his own sword to kill him- 
self. His armor-bearer did the same. When Saul’s 
army saw that he and his sons were dead, they were 
afraid and left their cities. Next day the Philistines 
came to rob the dead; they found Saul’s body, and 
sent his armor to their temple. Instead of burying 
Saul and his sons, they put their bodies on the wall 
where everybody could see. 

What a sad ending to Saul’s life! How different 
from Paul's, who said, ‘‘There is laid up for me a 
crown of righteousness.” Paul had obeyed God's 
way. Saul had chosen the way that seemed right to 
him, and the end was death by his own hand. 

When Saul first became king, and kept God's way, 
he had helped some people who lived across the Jor- 
dan. They never forgot his kindness. When they 
heard what the Philistines had done to Saul, these 
brave men traveled all night, and took the bodies of 
Saul and his sons from the wall, brought them back, 
and buried them under a tree near their city. 

David wrote a psalm about God's way, and the 
way of the ungodly. (Repeat Psa. 1:1, 2,6.) The 
way of the righteous (right way) is God's way lead- 
ing unto life. The way of the ungodly shall Jerish. 
(Complete outline.) Children, choose God's way to- 
day, and ask him to help you keep it always. (Turn 
the short card back into God’s way, and sing, ‘‘ Ask 
the Saviour to help you,” or ‘‘ Trust and obey, for 
there’s no other way.”) Add to Review Banner: 
(The Lord) shows God's way. 
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The absence of faith, and not the presence of fate, 
accounts for most failures. 








LESSON FOR SEPTEMBER 6 


Self-will in one will breed ill-will in | one who surrenders to the worst in him- 


many. 
4 “ 


The Intermediate Teacher 
By A. E. Dunning, D.D. 


HIS lesson includes the disappear- 
ance of one king and his family, 
and the rise of another. Make ita 

study of character in its relations with 
God. Ask these three questions, and 
draw from your pupils answers which 
they may find in the Bible : 

1. What Caused Saul’s Defeat and 
Death? He began his career with the 
favor of Jehovah, who chose him to be 
king (1 Sam. 9: 17); with the approval 
of the prophet of Israel, who made 
known to him the choice (10: 1); with 
the rejoicing of the people, who adopted 
him as their leader (10: 24). He soon 
won a great battle, by which he gained 
the lasting gratitude of one portion 
of the nation (11: 11), and popularity 
with all (11: 15). He gathered around 


him a splendid bodyguard (14 : 52), fore- | 


| self, he died by his own hand, 


Suggestive Questions 

1. Saul’s Downfall. What foes did Saul 
| fight successfully ? (14: 47, 48.) What 
supports did he abandon ? (15: 24.) What 
| inward foes conquered him? Whom did 
he drag down with himself? (31 : 6.) 
Did he leave the nation in better con- 
dition than when he became king? 
(comp. 13 : 6 with 31:7.) How could 
Saul have established his kingdom for 
himself and his children? What ad- 
vantage came to Israel through Saul’s 
reign ? 

2. David’s Advance toward the Throne. 
How did Saul’s death affect David's for- 


tunes? How did it affect his feelings ? 
(2 Sam. 1: 11,12.) How did it affect his 
actions ? (2: 1,2.) In what respect was 


David superior to Saul? What did the 
people do to David in consequence of 
Saul’s death ? (2: 4.) Why did David 
succeed where Saul failed ? 

Boston. 
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most of whom were his own son Jona- | 


than and one of the most brilliant young 
men of the nation,—David (16: 18; 
18 : 5). 

Bat he soon began, by rash words, to 
shake the confidence that his people had 
in him (14: 44, 45). He disobeyed and 
offended Jehovah (16 : 14), and alienated 
Samuel (15 : 11); deceived, threatened 
with death, and exiled David (18 : 22; 


19: 10); insulted and angered his loyal | 


son Jonathan (20 : 33, 34); and spent his 
time and forces chasing the man who 
would have been his strongest support, 
while the Philistines were gathering 
their strength against him. David was 
in the camp of Saul’s foes (29 : 2), with 
a great number of brave Hebrews who 
might have been with Saul if he had 
been wiser (1 Chron. 12 : 1-7, 20-22). So 
Saul, by his own perverseness, lost the 
favor of God, the support of his prophet, 
the friendship of brave followers, and 
at last lost confidence in himself (1 Sam. 
28:5) He sought counsel through a 
woman of a class he had despised and 
condemned, and thus received the final 
stroke that left him helpless (28 : 20). 
Then, pressed hard by the Philistines, 
disheartened, defeated, wounded unto 
death, he thrust his own sword through 
himself, and died with his sons and his 
bodyguard on Mt. Gilboa (31 : 4-6). 

2. What was the Effect of Saul’s Death 
on David? You cannot defend David 
for much that he did. To attempt to do 
so would be to encourage in your pupils 
falsehood like David’s (20: 6; 21: 2; 
27: 10), and robbery and cruelty (27: 11), 
and disloyalty to their country (29: 1, 2). 
Tell them that it was a rude age. The 
best men were only beginning to learn 
the meaning of some of the laws of mo- 
rality which are primary truths to Chris- 
tians of to-day. 

But Saul’s death had the opposite 
effect on David from what his death 
would have had on Saul, It meant the 
removal of his enemy, restoration to his 
own, the opening of the way to the 
kingdom. Yet he deeply mourned for 
Saul and his fallen house (2 Sam. 1: 11, 
12). He wrote an immortal song to ex- 
press his sorrow (1 : 17-27). He praised 
and rewarded the men who took the 
bodies of Saul and his sons from the 
Philistines, and gave them honorable 
burial (1 Sam. 31: 

3. Who was Responsible for Saul’s 
Death? Jehovah, Samuel, the people of 
Israel, chose him to be king. He had a 
noble personal appearance, great cour- 
age, large ability asaleader. Few have 
had such opportunities as he had. but 
his task was difficult. He was always 
beset by his foes (1 Sam. 14: 52). His 


patience was terribly tested when he | 


offended Samuel (13: 8). His repent- 
ance for his sins did not move the heart 
of Samuel (15 : 24-28). His jealous na- 
ture was aggravated by the extravagant 
praises of the people for David. But 
the fact remains that he did not control 
himself. He turned aside from the 


business of his office and his life to pur- | 


sue selfish and unworthy ends. He was 
chasing David when he should have 
been fighting the Philistines. Unbal- 
anced, inconstant, selfish, ‘his unworthy 
ambitions mastered him, and, like every 


II-13; 2 Sam. 2: 5-7). | 


For the Senior Bible Class 
| By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 
The Last Days of Saul and 
Jonathan 


THE GENERAL PREPARATION (1 Sam. 
27 to 31; 2 Sam. 1). 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 


I. 


Even so brave and self-reliant a man 
as David may have his moments of de- 
spondency. 
the influence of such a state of mind that 
David determined to flee to the land of 
the Philistines. Here he managed to 
do much damage to Achish while posing 
as his faithful subject. So cleverly did 
he deceive the Philistine king that he 
almost was forced to fight with him 
against the Israelites. Relieved of that 
danger by the natural jealousy of the 
Philistine chieftains, David, by his ex- 
ploit against the Amalekites, was en- 
abled to act generously toward his old 
neighbors and allies in Judah. Thus 
even his misfortunes were turned into 
advantages. We cannot endorse his 
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It was apparently under | 





principles of action, but he took the | 


course which seemed to extricate him 


most readily from the dangers which | 


surrounded him. It was not a scrupu- 
lous age, and David was a man of his 
time. 

Saul’s last days were dark. Threat- 
ened by his hereditary foes, and con- 
scious of his inability to hold his own 
subjects together, he vainly sought 
counsel from the dead. He and his 
three sons, so long the pride and glory 
of Israel, were slain at the battle of 
Gilboa, and their bodies dishonored. It 
was not unnatural that a foreigner 
should suppose that the news of this 
catastrophe would be welcomed by 
David, and that he, as an actor, would 
be well rewarded. Whether he told the 
truth in 2 Samuel 1 : 6-10 may be ques- 
tioned. As to David's attitude and 

} temper there can be no question. He 





| 


sincerely and deeply mourned for those | 


whom he had never failed to honor and 
serve. No finer tribute could be paid to 


his own character than that expressed | 


by his tender and affectionate elegy over 
Saul and Jonathan, preserved in 2 Sam- 
uel 1. Forgetting at once the malignant 


persecution by the king, David recalled | 


his prowess in war, his courage and 
generosity,—the Saul of earlier days 
when he was the idol of the people. For 
Jonathan, his words were few but touch- 


ing. Such a commemoration was the | 


act of a noble and knightly man. 

The house of Saul was virtually at an 
end. Jonathan, its finest representative, 
was dead. Saul was unable to meet the 
real need of his people; but, in prepar- 
ing the way for a reign such as David's, 
he had wrought well for his people. 

II. REFERENCE LITERATURE, 

An interesting study of the lament 

over Saul and its meaning is given by 

Kirkpatrick in his commentary (Cam- 
| bridge Bible on Samuel, 49-57). 
ley, ‘‘ Jewish Church,” lectures 21 and 
( Continued on page 426) 
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The Expert Cleaner. 


There are a score of things about the house that 


they would be ruined by soap and you intend 
to send them to an expert cleaner, an idea that 
comes down from a time before pure soap was 
The manufacturers of Ivor 
constantly asked if they know how beautifully 
this or that material can be cleaned with Ivory 
The uses of Ivory Soap are too numerous 
to be told; with it anything may be cleaned that 
will stand the application of water.- You can be 
your own expert cleaner. 
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to clean. You fear that 


Soap are 




















RALLY DAY 


A splendid new exercise, entitled "Sowing 
and Reaping,” for Sunday-school Rally Lay 
and the fall season; also “Children of the 
Temple,” and * Rally Day.” 
stamps for sample of all three. We will put 
your name on our list for Christmas samples. 
Our Exercises and Santa Claus Cantatas will 
be unusually good this year. 


THE FILLMORE BROS. CO. 
42 Bible House, New York, or 
419 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 


RALLY DAY 
HARVEST ANNIVERSARY 


A fine service for these occasions entitled 
*“ CROWN OF THE YEAR” 
Send four cents in stamps for samples. 


HALL-MACK CO., Publishers, 1018-1020 Arch 
St., Philadelphia, Pa.; 156 Fifth Ave., N. ¥ 








RALLY DAY “yasqaugernaanseses 
. A a 
service built on lines outlined in the 8. 8. mes in 


and 1902. Price 55c. per doz. Send 5c. for sample copy. 


2 FRET. aeitee, ces He 
DISTINCTIVELY 


Soc: postpaid, GEMS OF SONG 





30c. postpaid. 
The Biglow & Main Co., New York and Chicago 


DIVINITY and Philosophy Courses by mail. De- 
rees conferred. For free catalog, write C. J. Bur- 
res. lowa Chris. College, Oskaloosa, lowa. 


ton, 


Send to cents in | 





Teachers’ Edition 


of the American Standard 


REVISED BIBLE 


contains in addition to the 
text edited by the American 
Revision Committee, The 
Concise Bible Dictionary 
with numerous illustrations, 
an entirely New Combined 
Concordance to the Ameri- 
can Standard Edition, and 
Indexed Bible Atlas. 

Beautifully bound in vari- 
ous styles, $2.25 to $9.00. 
For sale by all leading booksellers, or sent, post- 
paid, on receipt of price. Send for catalogue to 

THOS. NELSON & SONS, Publishers, 
37-41 E. 18th St., New York 

















To familiarize the 
public with the gran- 


Scenes of the deur and beauty of the 

Rockies Rock Mountains, the 

Colorado Midland Railway 

(Pike's Pea oute) will for- 

ward, postpaid, upon receipt of price, the following : 
A magnificent steel engraving, 26X40 inches, of 
Hagerman Pass, Colorado (11,500 feet above sea 

level) 50c. 


Twenty-five photographic views of Rocky Moun- 
tain scenery, each 9X7 inches, per set. . . $1.00 


Send money order, New York or Chicago draft to 
Cc. H. SPEERS, Gen’! Pass. Agt., Denver, Colo. 











When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Che Suaday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, August 22, 1903 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“second-class matter ”’ 


| Advertising Rates 








80 cents per line, or $11.20 per inch, each | 


insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information, address The Religious 
Press Association, go1 Witherspoon Build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers. These rates include postage: 
75 cts Five or more copies, either to 

~e separate addresses or in a pack- 

age to one address, will be sent at the rate of 
75 cents each, per year. 

$ 1.00 One copy, or any number of 

e copies less than five, will be sent 

to separate addresses at $1.00 each, per year. 

" * One free copy addi- 

Fr ee Copies tional will tp Aroen 

for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 

75 cent rate, 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, unless by special request. 

Enough copies v4 any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, will 
be sent free, upon application. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School ‘limes will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 

For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, 
27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C., will receive yearly 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the 
paper to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the 
subscribers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TimEs Co,, Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 


Educational 


PENNSYLVANIA 
MILITARY COLLECE 
Chester, Pa. 

H2nd Year begins September 16th. 

egrees in 

Civil Eugincering, Chemistry, Arts. 

Thorough Preparatory Courses. 

Infantry, Artillery, Cavalry. 

“A Military School of the best typem 

every respect.”’—W AR DEPT. 
Catalogues of 
Col. Cuas, E. Hyatt, l’resident. 







a The Temple College 


(University for the employed), Philadelphia, 
Pa, I heology by correspondence or residence 
leading to degrees. ‘Thorough courses Send 
for catalog. Russell H, Conwell, President. 


Mary Baldwin Seminary 
STAUNTON, VIRGINIA, 

Term begins Sept. 3rd, 1903. In Shenandoah Valley 

of Virginia. 266 students from 27 States past session, 

Terms moderate, Enter any time. Send for catalog. 

i y. C, WEIMAR, Principal. 


For Young 
Ladies. 


ANDON CONSERVATORY. All branches of 
music taught by eminent teachers. Salubrious 
and health-restoring climate. Chas.W. Landon, Direc- 


tor, author of Landon Methods, Box 591, Dallas, Tex 
i i i SHOOL 
Miss Gibson’s Family & Day §CNQ0r- 


2322 (formerly 2037) DeLancey P1., Phila., Pa. 32d yr. 
Fall term begins Oct. 1, 1903. College preparatory. 


Eotal expense in CEDARVILLE COLLEGE 
for one year, $135. Catalogue, free. 


_ Send for catalog to Mystic Valley Institute, Mys- 
tic, Conn. 37th year. Chartered. Both sexes. Home. 





Introduce yourself to some of the ad- 
vertisers whose goods you want by men- 
tioning The Sunday School Times when 
you write. 











Church Furnishings 








Individual Communion Service. The service hav- 

tj = ing the “ self-collecting”’ tray 
and the “ 
my ler. Send tor pacticulars of 
this system before adopting 
any other. Address Thomas 


Communion Service Co., Box S.,Lima, Ohio. 


THE GREAT CHURCH LIG HT 


For eciectric, gas, or oil. Send 
dimensions. Took of Light and 
estimate tree 






Ly Rater U \pir 
<a AMAT SS — 


a9 ‘ 








Of purest retined copper and tin 
Ihe most pertect, highest class bells in the world. 


Meneely & Co., Watervliet, West Troy P. v., N.Y. 


CHURCH Finnitint®® RGEISSLER New-von 








_} nected with both. 


instantaneous ”’ fil- 


1. P. Frink, 55x Pearl St., New York, | 


THE GENUINE MENEELY BFILS 


| (Continued from page 425) 
22, sympathetically studies Saul and 
| David. Note also Maurice, ‘‘ Prophets 


and Kings” (32 ff.), and the usual his- 

tories. 

III. QUESTIONS FoR STUDY AND Discus- 
SION. 

To be allotted in advance, by the leader, for care- 
ful consideration, to members of the class.] 

1. David with Achish. (1.) Was 
David biamable for retiring to the Phil- 
istine country ? (2.) Were his tactics 
while there such as we could approve ? 

2. Saul's Despairing State.  (3.) 
Why was Saul so completely in despair 
at meeting the Philistines? (4.) Was 
his visit to the witch simply an indica- 


| tion of his entire demoralization ? 


3. The Battle on Gilboa. (5.) Was 
Saul conquered solely by the Philistines ? 

4. The Noble Jabesh-gileadites. (6.) 
At what certain risk did they rescue 
Saul from infamy ? 


5. The Announcement to David. (7.) 


‘<_O 
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Was the Amalekite’s claim a true one, | discussions of the business session, 


according to the story of 1 Samuel 31 ? 
(8.) Did David deal justly with him ? 

6. The Elegy over Saul and Jona- 
than. (9.) What does this elegy teach us 
regarding David ? ; 

7. The Work of Saul. (10.) Was his 
life wholly a failure ? 

IV. Some LEADING THOUGHTS. 

[For general discussion under the direction of the 
leader. } 

Was there not as much loss as profit 
in David's trickery during these expe- 
riences ? 

A certain proof of nobleness is mag- 
nanimity and courtesy. On this test, 
David has no superior. 

Saul was too weak to live rightly, but 
not afraid to die as befitted a king. 

YALE UNIVERSITY. 

% 
‘* Disobedience” spells *' defeat.” 


bad 


Sunday-School Progress in Mexico 


By Mrs. Mary 


OTWITHSTANDING the great 
distances, and the difficulties and 


N 





Foster Bryner 


lets were distributed, giving more par- 
ticulars. Twenty-four numbers at the 


expense of travel, there was an! opening evening, and twenty-six num- 
attendance of seven hundred and twen- | bers at another session, give an idea of 


ty-five delegates and three hundred 


| visitors, representing eleven denomina- 


tions, at the National Sunday - school 
Convention of the republic of Mexico, 
held in Mexico City, July 8-13. 
;convention is a combination of the 
| Young People’s Societies and the Sun- 
; day-schools, as many workers are con- 


of The Sunday School Times, it was for 
the first time made possible for one of 
| the International Sunday-school Field 
Workers to be present. 


Self-Sacrificing Delegates 

The delegates and workers came from 
churches poor and scattered, very few of 
them self-supporting, yet some delegates 
spent nearly two hundred dollars (Mexi- 
can money) for the trip and entertain- 
ment. We can hardly appreciate the 
sacrifices made by some to be present. 
A lady missionary from Chihuahua paid 
sixty-four dollars (clergy rates) for her 
ticket. Several young Mexican people, 
with their pastor, rode on the same train 
as myself the one thousand miles from 
Chihuahua to Mexico City, but in the 
third-class car, with wooden benches, 
no cushions, no pillows, the car crowded, 
the air thick with smoke and various 
odors. We started Monday evening, 
and did not arrive in Mexico until Wed- 
nesday noon, yet they appreciated the 
privilege of attending. 

The girls of one Epworth League 
made and sold drawn-work to send their 
delegates. A band of about twenty 
converted Indians started from their 
mission among the mountains near 
Popocatapetl, expecting to board the 
train at the nearest station. There was 
some misunderstanding about the ar- 
rangements, so they walked fifty miles 
to the city. Pastor Morales, the Moody 
of Mexico, commended their devotion to 
the cause, and allowed them to sing one 

| of their church hymns at the early morn- 
ing meeting. 
those rugged 


It was impressive to see 
men, clad in the white 





— | cotton trousers and blouse, covered with 
~ | their bright zarapes, standing about the 


| organ with their pastor, singing a Chris- 
tian hymn in their own dialect. 


High Standards of Work 
Each morning at half-past six there 


was a sunrise prayer-meeting, attended | 


by several hundred. Regular morning 
and evening services were planned for 
each day, and the afternoons were filled 
with miscellaneous meetings and con- 
ferences. Two days were devoted 
largely to the Sunday-school work. 
Several evening sessions were held in 
| four sections, in different churches. 

The programs and white satin badges 
were carefully prepared in attractive 
form. For several sessions special leaf- 


Through the kindness | 


the fulness of the program, which moved 
along rapidly. Music of a high order 
was freely interspersed. A_ trained 


| chorus of one hundred voices rendered 
Their | 


such selections as ‘‘The Heavens are 


| Telling,” the ‘*‘ Hallelujah Chorus,” ete. 


The chorus was, composed largely of the 
Mexican students of the various schools 
of Mexico City. 

The Churen of the Holy Trinity, se- 


| lected for the main convention, has an 
| interesting history. 
| erty of several blocks in the heart of the 
| city once belonged to the Catholics, but 
| has 


| blocks. 


A valuable prop- 


transformed into business 
The patio of the old convent 
has been converted into the main au- 
dience room of this Methodist Episcopal 
church. Instead of altar and crucifix 
appear the Lord’s Prayer, Ten Com- 
mandments, and Scripture texts. The 
church seats about one thousand, and 
the audiences of the first and last even- 
ings taxed it to its utmost. It was a 
mixed assembly of men, women, chil- 
dren; Mexicans, Americans, mission- 
aries; pastors, teachers, students. It 
was inspiring to hear them sing, and to 
watch the earnest faces as they listened 
from beginning to end. 
the convention the delegates were most 
faithful in attendance. 


been 


Hungry to Learn 

All the addresses of the International 
representative were made through inter- 
preters. Servando Esquivel, the Rev. 
Santiago Paz, the Rey. Tranquilino del 
Valle (Mexicans), and the Rev. William 
Wallace (American), acted at different 
times as interpreters. The people, like 
Oliver Twist, were continually asking 
for more, especially that more of their 
cities might be visited. But with the ex- 
ception of the Sunday spent in Chi- 
huahua, no extra invitations could be 
accepted by the writer. 

Sunday-school literature in Spanish is 
‘limited in quantity. Many of the mis- 
sionaries have served nearly a score of 
years in Mexico, and desire to introduce 
more progressive work into their schools. 
Mexico is rapidly progressing along po- 
litical, agricultural, commercial, and 
educational lines, and desires progress- 
ive methods in religious work. It was 
frequently remarked that the hope of 


Mexico lies in her children, and they are | 


many. Cradle Rolls, beginners’ classes, 
and primary departments ought to 
thrive in every locality. 

Mexico is a republic of twenty-seven 
states, each having its own capital and 
governor. Atthe roll-call of these states, 
twenty-three responded. Registration 
blanks were carefully filled and classi- 
fied. Nine-tenths of all in attendance 


were Mexicans, and a majority were | 
|men. Many participated in the animated | 


| school ? 





Throughout | 





and a forward movement was planned. 
Four department secretaries were ap- 
pointed, each to be a bureau of informa- 
tion and correspondence for the country 
for the normal, home, primary, and tem- 
perance departments. A committee was 
appointed to divide Mexico into twelve 
districts, and an effort will be made to 
hold a convention in each of these dis- 
tricts in 1904. Then, in 1905, all will 
unite again in another national conven- 
tion at Guadalajara. 


Will You Help Them ? 

A plea was made for a worker to de- 
vote his time entirely to Sunday-school 
interests. The missionaries are already 
overcrowded with responsibilities, and 
would welcome such a helper. Five 
hundred dollars in United States money 
would bring twelve hundred dollars in 
Mexican, probably sufficient to support 
a field worker for a year. What an op- 
portunity is here for generous-hearted 
readers of The Sunday School Times, 
and live Sunday-schools with the mis- 
sionary spirit! The Sunday School 
Times, as announced on page 417, will 
issue a ‘‘ certificate of stock ” in Mexico's 
Sunday-school Worker to any individual 
or school contributing to this cause. It 
is a splendid opportunity to enlist the 
active interest of your Sunday-school in 
contributing to definite work for Christ. 
The churches in Mexico are too poor to 
support this extra worker at preserit. 
No money has ever been raised at their 
convention for general work. 

Part of the honor pertaining to each 
office consists in paying all the expenses 
of the same; but so far those chosen 
have been willing victims. In Mexicoa 
little help would goa long way. Some 
one is needed to translate into Spanish 
and circulate literature on general Sun- 
day-school work. 

The following topics discussed show 
how keenly interested and in touch with 
modern progress these Mexican workers 
are: ‘‘ History of the National, Interna- 
tional, and World’s Conventions,” ‘‘How 
far can methods of modern pedagogy be 
introduced with success in the Sunday- 
” «Should a young Protestant 
Christian marry one whois not a Protest- 
ant?" ‘* How can we secure the inter- 
est of the scholar of the Sunday-school 
in the study of the lesson at home ?” 
‘* Duty of the class teachers to scholars 
who absent themselves from Sunday- 
school,” ‘‘How can we interest the 
children in the preaching-services, and 
the adults in the Sunday - school?” 
‘‘Why should a Christian be an ab- 
stainer ?”’ ‘‘ What part ought our young 


Won't Mix 
Bad Food and Good Health Won't Mix 

The human stomach stands much abuse, but 
it won't return good health if you give it bad 
food. 

If you feed right you will feel right, for proper 
food and a good mind is the sure road to health. 
‘‘A year ago I became much alarmed about my 
health, for | began to suffer after each meal no 
matter how little I ate,’’ says a Denver woman. 
‘*I lost my appetite, and the very thought of 
food grew distasteful, with the result that I was 
My 
home cares were very heavy for, beside a large 
family of my own, | have also to look out for an 
aged mother. 


not nourished and got weak and thin. 


‘There was no one to shoulder 
my household burdens, and come what might I 
must bear them, and this thought nearly drove 
me frantic when I realized that my health was 


| breaking down. 


‘‘T read an article in the paper about some 
one with trouble just like mine being helped by 
the food, Grape-N uts, and acting on this sugges- 
tion, I gave Grape-Nuts a trial. The first dish 
of this delicious food told me I had struck the 
right thing. My uncomfortable feelings in 
stomach and brain disappeared as if by magic, 


| and in an incredibly short space of time I was 


again myself. Since then I have gained twelve 
pounds in weight through a summer of hard 
work, and realize I am a very different woman, 
all due to the splendid food, Grape-Nuts."’ 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Michigan. 


Trial will prove. 
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people to take in the conversion of | his degree upon a thorough mastery of it, as 
Mexico?” ‘* The Sunday-school as a | with other texts of his seminary, is a theo- 
means for the conversion of the scholar,” | logical seminary giving satisfactory and ade- 
‘‘ How to prepare and‘teach a lesson,” | quate Sunday-school equipment to its gradu- 
‘The World's Convention in 1904 at | ates. What is called ‘ practical experience,’ 


Jerusalem,” ete. 

It would greatly encourage mission- 
aries and pastors if resident Americans 
were more consistent with their religious 
instruction. In Mexico City alone are 
six or seven thousand Americans, who, 
for. business reasons, are now residing 
there. Of these, about two hundred 
attend the church services conducted in 
English. A larger number might be 
found at the bull-fights, which usually 
occur on Sunday afternoons. The Young 
Men’s Christian Association, recently 
organized for English-speaking young 


men, has already gathered about five | 


hundred, and a woman's branch is con- 
templated. 

Mexico deserves encouragement in her 
efforts to improve Sunday-school work. 
How long must she wait for the help we 
might so easily give,—how long ? 


Norte BY THE Epiror.— Mrs. Bryner’s 


modesty would not permit her to incor- | 


porate in her article the resolutions 
adopted by the Mexico convention. 
Readers of the Times will be interested 
in them, however, and they are given 
here in a somewhat literal translation 
that preserves the quaintness of several 
of the Spanish expressions. 


Resolutions Adopted: by the Convention 


1. Appreciating in high degree the exquisite 
attentions of the International Association of 
Sunday-schools, as well as of The Sunday 


School Times, in having sent a representative, | 


distinguished alike by her fitness and her piety, 


we feel profoundly obliged to both (namely, the | 


Association and the periodical), and corre- 
sponding feebly to such unmerited distinction 
we send them a vote of thanks, together with 
the expressions of our fervent sympathy. 

2. The presence of the distinguished [Span- 
ish, ‘respectable "'] Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner, 
whose memory shall never be forgotten by 
those of us who had the honor of attending her 
conferences, was profoundly appreciated. She 
has proved herself a teacher of talent, anda 
platform-speaker [Spanish, a ‘' conference - 


giver ''] endowed with real Christian inspira- | 


tion. She has been so helpful, and has 
awakened such emulation, that, following the 
proverbial traditions of Mexican courtesy, we 
cannot but express our sincere admiration, 


giving her our sincerest thanks; we beg her | 


that, when she has returned to her home, she 
will not forget that her Mexican friends are 
saying, though in poor English, ‘‘ Come again, 
Mrs. Bryner.’’ 


ad 


International S. S. Conference 
(Continued from page 419) 


Pearce wisely suggested, in the establishing 
of an International standard for teacher- 


training, with the idea that teachers who | 


attain that standard should receive formal 
recognition from the International organiza- 
tion. Dr, Joseph Clark, of Ohio, warmly 
commended the issuing of an International 
Diploma for teachers who should attain to a 
given standard. 

In pursuance of this idea, which had also 
been urged independently by Messrs. Law- 
rance and Pearce, the Executive Committee 
ordered : ‘* That the General Secretary, un- 
der the direction of the Committee on Edu- 
cation, is hereby instructed to prepare and 
issue an International Sunday-school Teach- 
ers’ Diploma as soon as the Department of 
Education shall have been established, and 
standards and rules governing the same.’’ 


Keen Interest in the Seminaries 


The strategic point of the theological semi- 
nary as the ideal agency for instructing pas- 
tors in Sunday-school work was interestingly 


discussed by Professor Hamill in his formal | 


report as chairman of the committee on the 
seminaries which was appointed at Denver. 
He reported what was or was not being done 
in Sunday-school instruction in some thirty- 
five seminaries, 
Southern Baptist appear te lead in their at- 
tention tothe matter. Many seminaries send 
their students out for work in neighboring 
schools, but do not go beyond this. Professor 
Hamill’s comment on this is worth noting : 
“It is fair to affirm that only when Sunday- 
sthool pedagogy is placed in the higher level 
of text-book study and requirement, and the 
candidate for the ministry is conditioned for 


| working in neighboring Sunday-schools, is 


Andover and the Louisville | 


as acquired by students by attending and 


usually of small account until, ‘as indicated 
in the report of the Yale Divinity School, 
this co-operation with Sunday-schools is done 
| under careful supervision and revision of a 
seminary Sunday-school expert. No semi- 
nary equipment of its students in Sunday- 
| school work is adequate, under existing de- | 
| mands of Sunday-school progress, which does 
| not include specific and definite child psy- | 
| chology and pedagogy, together with a thor- 
ough study of what are called ‘ modern Sun- 
day-school methods.’ ”’ 

The Executive Committee took definite 
steps for the forwarding of seminary work in 
| the following actions : 





| ‘'x. That the chairman be directed to send, 
| through the General Secretary, a cloth-bound 
| copy of the Denver report with an appropriate 
| letter to the library of every theological institu- 
|} tion not now supplied, calling special attention 
to the address outlined in that report by Dr. 
Mullins on theological seminaries. 

‘*2. ‘That the committee on theological in- 
stitutions be authorized to print and forward 
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of function, duplication of effort, denial 
of recognition, is a denial of unity, and 
on the face of it evidence of schism and 
disunion. 

5 4 


The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 


By Robert E. Speer 








| 


| 


| 
| 


to seminaries with which they are in corre- | 


spondence, a more recent address by Dr. Mul- 
lins, with such other matter advocating the in- 
terests of the Sunday-school as they may deem 
expedient. 

‘*3. That the committee be authorized to 
secure for the coming year such assistance as 
| they may be able to use in producing lectures, 
| a course of lectures or instruction for such 

seminaries as may desire them.”’ 


| 


To Stimulate Daily Bible Reading 

| Another important action of the Executive 
Committee, bearing on daily Bible reading, 
is as follows: 


‘* Resolved, That the Executive Committee 
approves the adoption by state and provincial 
associations of the International Bible Reading 


| and rules of the I. B. R. A. That the General 
| Secretary write to the Honorable Secretary of 
| the I. B. R. A., advising him of this action, 
and requesting him to appoint the state and 
| provincial secretary, whenever appointed by an 
association, as the district secretary of the I. B. 
| R. A., for the territory of such association."’ 
| Uniform Nomenclature 
** Uniform Nomenclature of Sunday-school 
| Departments ’’ is a subject persons are always 
interested in, Practical and carefully studied 
suggestions were made by Mr. Lawrance and 
Mrs. Barnes, who have an exceptional ac- 
quaintance with the field, the present prac- 
tices, and the needs. Six or eight represen- 
tative workers followed with suggestions. 
But when Mr. Eudaly dryly remarked: ‘I 
would like exceedingly much to see all the 
persons who have taken part in this discussion 
appointed a committee to confer together and 
bring in a report this afternoon,’’ the sug- 
gestion was so obviously hopeless that the 
matter was dismissed with a hearty laugh. 
Not that the idea of uniform nomenclature is 
hopeless: it can come, and it must come 
But a more thorough canvassing of all sec. 
tions is needed, and a more definite, sys- 
| tematic plan for bringing about results, than 
has yet been put forth. 


| 


Formal Organization 

On the question, ‘‘ Shall the International 

Sunday-school Association become incorpo- 
rated?’’ Mr. ‘A. H. Mills, Executive Chair- 
man of the Illinois Association, presented an 
able paper showing the legal difficulties in 
the way of incorporating an internationa/ or- 
ganization. Various names for the organiza- 
tion were suggested, differing widely from 
each other. Finally ‘* Timothy Stand-by,’’ 
from Ohio, rose and gravely suggested to the 
| chairman the following name as likely to 
combine the ideas of all: ‘* The Interna- 
tional, Interdenominational, Co-operative, 
Affiliated, Sunday-school Activity.’’ 

But apart from the question of legal in- 
corporation, and the precise detail of the 
name, it was generally agreed that the orga- 
nization should have a more definite entity 
between its triennial conventions than it has 
yet had, and the following action taken by 
the Executive Committee, is intended to ac- 
complish this: ‘* That a committee of three 
be named by the Chairman which shall re- 
port to this Executive Committee, at its 
meeting in 1904, either a form of incorpora- 
tion or a constitution under which it may 
become a properly constituted organization.’’ 





| 


| many members of the body, but it is one | 





September 6, 1903. The Allied Forces 
of Righteousness. John 17 : 20-23; 
1 Cor. 1 : 10-13. 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MoNn.—The church's head (Col. 1 : 18-23). |} 
TTUES.—Members of one body (Rom. 12: | 


| 


| 


5-9). 
WED.—Christianity’s ideal (John 10 : 33- 
8 


38). 
THURS.—God's husbandry (1 Cor. 3 : 4-9). 
FRI.—All working together (Neh. 4 : 16- 


23). 
SAT.—Members one of another (1 Cor. 12: 
12-25). 











A union prayer-meeting with other societies, 
for realizing the fulfilment of Christ's prayer 
for unity, is suggested wherever practicable. 


HE body is one body. And it is 
the body which again and again 
in the New Testament is taken 

as the symbol of the church, the great 
company of all believers. There are 


One name, one voice, one company, 
one mind, and one judgment, were what 
Paul enjoined upon the Christians at 
Corinth. That was his idea of church 
unity. He did not like Apollonians and 
Paulists. Would he have liked modern 
names any better? And by one mind, 
he did not mean rigidity of opinion as to 
everything. lsewhere he preached a 
doctrine of great adaptation. He did 
mean unity on the truth of Christ. That 
he put up as the central and determin- 
ing thing. By one mind, he meant the 
mind of Christ. 


Jesus set forth in his great prayer a 
conception of unity higher even than 
this of Paul's. He rises above all phys- 
ical metaphors, and sets forth the unity 
of his people for which he prays as 
similar to the unity of himself and the 
Father. Here is a unity not of the 
human body, but of the Godhead itself. 
Have we attained to that? Do we feel 
toward other Christians as the Father 
feels toward the Son? 


~ 








body, and each member has its own 
office, but it is an office in harmony with 
the office of each other member, and 
carried out in complete accord with it. 


| There is no schism, or duplication, or 
| jealousy, or conflict. 


| forward, all the members go with it, and 


| of all the members. 


it goes by the unanimous co-operation 
If it takes up a 


| book, it is by the united effort of the 


Association as a department of their work, to | 
be conducted in accordance with the plans | 





whole. This is the picture of the true 
unity of the church, 


% 


A great deal is said nowadays about 
the value of denominationalism, or about 
the indispensableness of certain exter- 
nal marks of the true church, without 
which no one section can be recognized 
as truly joined to and a part of the bod 
which some other section claims authori- 
tatively to represent. The great sign 
of unity in the body, however, is obe- 
dience to the one Head, and the essence 
of unity is vital relationship to that 
head. Whoever is evidently bound to 
the Head, is legitimately of the body. 
The right of the arm toa place is not 
dependent upon the sort of sleeves it 
wears. An arm clad in homespun has 
as much right as oneclad in silk or 
lawn. When this is recognized, and all 
parts of the body obey the head, there is 
real unity. The denominationalism 
which means jealousy, friction, invasion 


If the body goes | 


When the world sees the kind of unity 
among Christians which Jesus desires, 
it will be convinced of the divinity of 
Christ as it can never be convinced by 
reasoned arguments. When, in any 
community, all Christians within each 
denomination and of all denominations 
love one another with the love and unity 
| of God, the world will be profoundly im- 
| pressed and will believe. Jesus said it 
| This seems to lay a great re- 


would. 
sponsibility upon us. Do we love thus? 


% 
If we do not, why should we not ? 


If perfect union and trust are best in 
;one home, they are best among all 
| homes. 


The road to union is not to win other 
Christians to our mind, but for them and 
us to possess the mind of Christ. 


<4 
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Kentucky, at Lexington . 
South Carolina, at Greenville . 
North Carolina (colored), 

at Raleigh , 
Michigan, at Hancock , 
Rhode Island, at Providence 
Pennsylvania, at Scranton 
New Brunswick, at Chatham . 
Massachusetts, at Brockton 
Maine, at South Paris. . 
Ontario, at Smith's Falls 
Nova Scotia, at Truro. 


| 


. August 18-20 
. August 25-27 


. August 28-3¢ 

. September 1-3 
. October 13, 14 
. October 13-15 
. October 13-15 
. October 20-22 
. October 20-22 
. October 27-29 
. October 27-29 
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nutritious syrup. 
keep its goodness good. 
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Corn Syrup is not a molasses, but a 
Sold in airti 
10¢, 
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Karo Corn Syrup is a new, delicious table delicacy 
made from corn, with the food value of the grain 
retained. On griddle cakes of all makes it adds a 


the poorest appetite. Karo 
ure, wholesome, 
ght, friction-top tins, which 
and 50c, at all grocers. 


SYRUP 


The Great Spread for Daily Bread. 


CORN PRODUOTS ©O., New York and Chicago, 















































































































































































‘THE MAYOR 0%” 
SPOTLESS TOWN 


This is the Mayor of Spotiess Town, 
The brightest man for miles around. 
The shining light of wisdom can 
Reflect from such a polished man, 
And so he says to high and low : 
“‘The brightest use SAPOLIO."’ 


Some one must direct the affairs of 
the city. Equally important is the 
cleanliness of the smallest home in 
that city. If thiscan be accomplished 
by small exertion, at small expense, 
so much the better. A cake of 


SAPOLIO 


in the hands of a bright, active woman 
will keep a house clean enough for 
the Mayor to live in. 

















CONVER TOPICS REGARD- 

ING THE ALL-IM- 
PORTANT FOOD QUESTION will be furn- 
ished free for postal card request, and you get 


the result of 26 years scientific investigation. 
THE FRANKLIN [ILLS —— 





About Complexions 
Food Makes Them Good or Bad 

Saturate the human body with strong coffee, 
and it will in time show in the complexion of 
the coffee-drinker. 

This is caused by the action of coffee on the 
liver, thus throwing part of the bile into the 
blood. Coffee complexions are sallow and 
muddy, and will stay that way until coffee is 
given up entirely. 

‘The sure way to recover rosy cheeks and red 
lips is to quit coffee and drink Postum Food 
Coffee, which makes red blood. ‘I had been 
for more than twenty years an inveterate coffee- 
drinker, and it is absolutely true that I had so 
completely saturated myself with this drug that 
my complexion toward the last became per- 
fectly yellow, and every nerve and fiber in me 
was affected by the drugs in coffee. 

‘For days ata time I had been compelled 
to keep to my bed on account of nervous head- 
ache and stomach trouble, and medicines did 
not give me any relief. I had never consulted 
a physician in regard to my headaches and ter- 
rible complexion, and I only found out the 
cause of them after | commenced the use of 
Postum, which became known to me through 
Grape-Nuts. We all liked the food, Grape- 
Nuts, and it helped us so we thought Postum 


ARMSTRONG & McKELVY 








Pittsburgh. 
BEYMER-BAUMAN 
Pittsburgh. 
DAVIS -CHAMBERS 
Pittsburgh, 
PAHNESTOCE 
Pittsburgh. 
ANCHOR 
Cincinnati. 
ECKSTEIN 
ATLANTIC 
BRADLEY 
BROOKLYN 
New York. 
JEWETT 
ULSTER 
UNION , 
SEES cage existence. 
SHIPMAN 
COLLIER 
MISSOURI 
RED SEAL St. Louis. 
SOUTHERN a n d t h € 
JOHN T. LEWIS 6 BEee 08 
tiladelphia, 
mony factory. 
Cleveland. 
SALEM 
Salem, Mass. 
OORNELL 
Buffalo. 
KENTUCKY 
Louisville. 
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SE Pure White Lead and 
Pure Linseed Oil and you 
will know exactly what you 
are getting—absolutely the best 


and most economical paint in 


ble, practical painter to apply it 


If interested in paint or painting, address 


National Lead Co., 100 William Street, New York. 


result will be 





Employ a responsi- 


satis- 








must certainly have merit, and we concluded 
to try it. We found it so delicious that we con- | 
tinued the use altogether, although I never ex- 
pected it to help my health. 

‘After a few months my headaches were all | 
gone, and my complexion had cleared wonder- | 
fully ; then I knew that my troubles had been | 
caused by coffee, and had been cured when I 
left off coffee and drank Postum in its place.”’ 
Name given by Postum Co., Battle Creek, 
Michigan, 

Postum will change the blood of any coffee- 
drinker, and rosy cheeks and health take the 





place of a yellow skin and disease. 
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[Elgin Watches. 





Many a reputation 
punctuality 
upon 


ELGIN 


WAT CH 


Every Elgin Watch is fully guaranteed. All jewelers have 
‘‘Timemakers and Timekeepers,’’ an illus- 
trated history of the watch, sent free upon request to 


ELGIN NATIONAL WATCH Co., Exain, ter. 


the 
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imported voiles 


Voile means veiling, and veiling is the 
fashionable fabric for dressy gowns for Fall, 
as it has been for the season past, only it 
now conies in new shades for the new season. 

We just got in an importation from Paris 
—fine French Voike—46 inches wide—$1.00 


Lake Winnepesaukee 


(Lesson for Sept. 6) AUGUST 22, 1903 


Pears 


“Beauty is but  skin- 
deep” was probably meant 
to disparage beauty. In- 
stead it tells how easy 
that beauty is to attain. 

“There is no_ beauty 
like the beauty of health” 
was also meant to dis- 
parage. Instead it encour- 
ages beauty. 

Pears’ Soap is the means 
of health to the skin, and 
so to both these sorts of 


beauty. 
Sold all over the world. 





the teeth 


Should begin in infancy. Strong teeth 
and healthy gums insure good diges- 
tion and consequent good health: 


Rusifoam, 


does it; hardens the gums, keeps the 








A Beautiful Spot in New Hampshire 
Easily Reached 


Renowned as a summer resort and famous 


| for its fishing, Lake Winnepesaukee seems 


a yard—-that we’d like to send you samples | 


of, so as to prove to you you save 25§c. a 
yard by giving this store your preference. 


Closing out odd lines Woolens, Silks, and 
Cottons, and we’ll be glad to send you sam- 
ples with prices on to show you it’s being 
done on a remarkable low-price basis that 
means a lot of money saved to those who 
can use the goods. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
S. S. T. 32 








Stomach Comfort 
can easily be obtained by the use of 


MURRAY'S 
CHARCOAL TABLETS 


They aré absolutely unmedi- 


cated. Prevent fermentation, ab- 
sorb all gases, and sweeten the 
stomach. A bad complexion is 
wonderfully benefited by their 
daily use. 

AT ALL DRuGGIsTs. 
A. J. Ditman, 33 Astor House, N. ¥. 





to hold sway as the most popular section of 
New Hampshire. Indeed, it would be ap- 
proaching the impossible to select another 


spot where such ideal features enter into the | 


making up. 


Environments not beautiful, but simply | 


magnificent,—in the distance the White 


| Mountains with their Titan King, Mt. Wash- 


ington, looks down, with the neighboring | 
| Mt. Madison close by its side. 


And enjoy- 
ment,—there is something to amuse one all 
the time: first a coaching party through the 
neighboring towns, then a paddle in the 
canoe, a fishing expedition in the direction 
of Annisquam, or that famous trip the sixty- 


| mile sail over the lake on the Steamer Mt. 


Allegheny, Pa. | 


Washington. 

Do you seek a delightful haven on the 
lake? Well, only choose, for you have 
Weirs, Wolfeboro, Alton, Alton Bay, Cen- 
tre Harbor, and Bear Island and the other 
beautiful islands; all these resorts reached 
in a short while by drive or sail. 

Lake Winnepesaukee is only two hours’ 
ride from Boston on the Boston & Maine 
Railroad, and the round-trip rate for the 
summer is $4.50 to Weirs or Wolfeboro, 
and $4.00 to Alton Bay. Board at hotels or 
farm-houses from $5.00 up. 





-‘The Effervescent 
#\ always reliable 






a 
A 
© relieves sick 

stomachs and 


aching heads. 


50c. & $1. 
THE TARRANT CO., 21 Jay St., New York 


WA ER, Morning Laxative | 


mouth sweet and clean. Easy for 
children to use. 25c. per bottle at 
Druggists. 


Valuable booklet on the Care of the Teeth, 


Address 
E. W. HOYT & CO., 


Lower, Mass. 














When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 
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